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Setting the agenda: Ending childhood statelessness in Europe 

Chris Nash 

Chris Nash is the Director and co-founder of the European Network on Statelessness. He has worked 

in the refugee, migration and human rights field for 18 years, initially as an asylum lawyer and then 

at the European Council on Refugees and Exiles (Head of Policy and Advocacy), the Refugee Council 

of Australia (National Policy Director), Amnesty International (Head of Refugee and Migrant Rights 

Team) and Asylum Aid (International Protection Policy Coordinator). He is joint author of the 2011 

UNHCR/Asylum Aid report Mapping Statelessness in the United Kingdom, and was subsequently part 

of a UK Home Office Project Board responsible for the design of a new statelessness determination 

procedure introduced in April 2013. He has previously worked as a consultant for UNHCR, and been 

on the Danish Refugee Council Stand-By roster and the International Rescue Committee Surge 

Roster. He has authored numerous publications on asylum, migration and statelessness policy.  

Nils Muižnieks 

 

Nils Muižnieks was elected Commissioner for Human Rights on 24 January 2012 by the 

Parliamentary Assembly and took up his position on 1 April 2012. He is the third Commissioner, 

succeeding Thomas Hammarberg (2006-2012) and Alvaro Gil-Robles (1999-2006). Born in 1964, Mr 

Muižnieks is a Latvian national educated in the United States of America, where he obtained a Ph.D. 

in political science at the University of California at Berkeley. He has been working in the field of 

human rights for the past two decades and has acquired extensive knowledge in the field of 

international human rights monitoring, training and education. Prior to his appointment as 

Commissioner for Human Rights, he held prominent posts such as Director of the Advanced Social 

and Political Research Institute at the Faculty of Social Sciences of the University of Latvia in Riga 

(2005-2012); Chairman of the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance (2010-2012); 

Latvian minister responsible for social integration, anti-discrimination, minority rights, and civil 

society development (2002-2004); and Director of the Latvian Centre for Human Rights and Ethnic 

Studies - now Latvian Human Rights Centre (1994-2002). He has also published extensively on 

human rights issues, in particular on racism, discrimination and minority rights. Latvian and English 

are his mother tongues, and he is also fluent in French and Russian. 



 
 
 

Louise Aubin 

Louise Aubin is Deputy Director in the Division of International Protection at UNHCR. She oversees 

the development of policies and operational guidance to UNHCR field operations on a range of 

issues such as child protection, sexual and gender-based violence and community-based protection, 

including in the context of emergencies. She also oversees UNHCR’s global response to 

statelessness. Ms Aubin is the Coordinator of the Global Protection Cluster and promotes advocacy 

efforts on major protection trends while providing operational guidance to field protection clusters. 

With her team in the Division at UNHCR, she provides technical support for the development of 

laws, policies and strategies for the protection and durable solutions of internally displaced persons. 

Ms Aubin is a Canadian lawyer. Since joining UNHCR, she has served in a number of refugee and 

internal displacement operations including Central African Republic, Rwanda, Guinea, Ethiopia, 

Kenya, in addition to legal and advocacy work in Canada and in France. 

Jean Lambert 

Jean Lambert was first elected to the European Parliament in 1999 as the Green Member for 

London, representing the views of those who want an environmentally sustainable fairer society. 

She was re-elected for a fourth term in the May 2014 European Elections. Jean currently is a full 

member of the committee on Employment and Social Affairs and a substitute member of the 

committee on Civil Liberties where she works on issues related to asylum, immigration, children's 

rights and anti-discrimination and where she worked extensively on the review of the Common 

European Asylum System. She is involved in a number of cross party 'intergroups' and is a Vice Chair 

of the newly established European Parliament Intergroup on Children's Rights. In 2014, Jean was re-

elected for a second term as the Chair of the European Parliament's Delegation for relations with the 

countries of South Asia. Within this delegation, she leads on the Parliament’s external relations with 

Bangladesh, Bhutan, the Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. She is also a substitute on the India 

and Afghanistan delegations. 

Renate Winter 

Justice Renate Winter began her judicial career in 1981 in Vienna. She was international judge and 

president of the Special Court of Sierra Leone; and international judge in Kosovo. She works with 

international organisations, the Council of Europe, UN-bodies and the EU, and has provided advice 

to Governments, in particular concerning juvenile justice. She has longstanding experience on EU 

projects on judicial   reform and justice institutions  in numerous countries. In 2013 she became a 

member of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, and has recently been appointed as its Vice 

President. She is currently team Leader for an EU project on penal reform in Georgia (development 

of Juvenile Justice System and preparation of the draft Juvenile Code). 

 



 
 
Marc Dullaert 

On 15 February 2011, the House of Representatives of the Dutch parliament appointed Marc 

Dullaert as the Netherlands’ first ever Ombudsman for Children. As Ombudsman for Children his task 

is to promote that the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child is adhered to in The Netherlands. 

Marc Dullaert (1963) studied theology in Amsterdam and Social Sciences and Communication 

Science in Leuven. He went on to earn a master’s degree in Business Administration (MBA) at 

Nyenrode University (1996). Besides a long involvement with the media world, Marc Dullaert has 

been involved in championing the rights of children for many years. He is the founder and chairman 

of the KidsRights charity, which fights for children’s rights in developing countries woridwide. He 

initiated the international Children’s Peace Prize. In September 2014 he was appointed chair elect of 

ENOC, the European Network of Ombudspersons for Children. The Netherlands’ will chair ENOC as 

from September 2015. 

 

 

Framing children’s right to a nationality in Europe 

 

Professor René de Groot 

 

Professor René de Groot is a professor of private international law and comparative law at the 

Maastricht University, and a professor at the University of Aruba and the Hasselt University. He has 

published extensively on issues of nationality and statelessness, and specifically on the position of 

children in nationality-related matters. On several occasions he has acted as an expert on nationality 

and statelessness, including on childhood statelessness, within the Council of Europe and the 

UNHCR. 

 

Katja Swider 

Katja Swider is a doctoral researcher at the University of Amsterdam (Amsterdam Centre for 

European Law and Governance), working on the identification of statelessness in Europe. Her PhD 

project is funded by the Netherlands Organisation of Scientific Research.  Katja teaches courses and 

supervises individual student projects on EU law, migration, citizenship and statelessness. Her most 

recent publications are on statelessness in the EU legal order and on statelessness in the 

Netherlands.  In addition to her academic work, Katja engages with civil society initiatives on 

statelessness, and supports litigation of statelessness cases. She is a member of the ENS Advisory 

Committee.   

 

Caia Vlieks 

Caia Vlieks is PhD researcher and lecturer at Tilburg University. She also obtained her master’s 

degrees in international and European public law and legal research cum laude in Tilburg. Both of 

her prize-winning master’s theses were on the issue of statelessness. Her PhD research focuses on 

European legal instruments addressing the prevention and resolution of statelessness against the 



 
 
backdrop of the changing conceptions of nationality and citizenship. She furthermore is an individual 

associate member of the European Network on Statelessness (ENS), and has published on 

statelessness in Europe and the Netherlands. 

 

Adam Weiss 

Adam is the Legal Director of the European Roma Rights Centre.  He is a member of the New York 

State bar and holds an LLM from King’s College (University of London), a JD from Columbia Law 

School, a diplôme d’études approfondies from the Université de Paris-IV (La Sorbonne) and an AB 

from Harvard University. Adam’s areas of specialty are European Union migration law (particularly 

EU law on the free movement of persons) and litigation under the European Convention on Human 

Rights, as well as discrimination law.  Before joining the ERRC, Adam was the Legal Director at the 

AIRE Centre (Advice on Individual Rights in Europe) in London, where he worked for six years.  Adam 

has been involved in the litigation of a wide range of cases before the European Court of Human 

Rights, as well as cases before domestic courts and the Court of Justice of the European Union.  He 

has lectured widely on European law to judges, lawyers and NGOs. He is a member of the ENS 

Advisory Committee. 

Carolina Marin 

Carolina Marin is an independent researcher and human rights advocate. She is currently the 

Programs Director of ACCEPT Association; the largest LGBT organization based in Romania, and is 

working to coordinate the Anti-discrimination Coalition – a group of ten Romanian human rights 

NGOs. She is an ENS individual associate member. 

 

Rebecca O’Donnell 

 

Rebecca O Donnell is a lawyer and co-founder of Child Circle, the recently established Brussels based 

NGO focussing on child protection in EU law and policy (www.childcircle.eu).  She also works as an 

independent expert with a wide range of stakeholders on strategic advocacy initiatives and regional 

projects in the field of EU Justice and Home Affairs policies and child rights (www.odonnell-lind.eu). 

From 2007 to 2013, she worked with Save the Children EU Office, where her work focused on EU 

asylum and migration law and policy. Prior to that, she was a European partner in an international 

law firm dealing with EU regulatory affairs. 

 

 

Ending statelessness for children born in Europe 

 

Inge Sturkenboom 

 

Inge Sturkenboom has worked since 2012 on statelessness in Europe as a protection officer with 

UNHCR. She is based with the UNHCR Bureau for Europe in Brussels and works with UNHCR’s 

regional and country offices on addressing statelessness throughout the region. She also engages 



 
 
with regional stakeholders, such as the institutions of the Council of Europe and the EU, and the 

European Network on Statelessness. Prior to arriving in Belgium, she worked with UNHCR in its 

Regional Representation for West Africa in Dakar, Senegal, and in Cambodia. She was the focal 

point on statelessness in both operations. She has a Masters degree in international law from Leiden 

University, the Netherlands. 

Laura Van Waas 

Laura van Waas is a co-founder of the Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, and one of its two 

Directors. She is also a part-time Assistant Professor at the Department of European and 

International Law at Tilburg Law School in the Netherlands. In more than a decade of working on the 

issue of statelessness, Laura has carried out a wide array of research and teaching projects, both 

within academia and for the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 

and other actors. She is also the expert consultant for the European Network on Statelessness’ 

campaign “None of Europe’s children should be stateless”.  

Daniela Maccioni 

Since October 2012, Daniela Maccioni has been a consultant at the legal office of CIR (Italian Council 

for Refugees) where she has worked on European national legislation, policies and practice related 

to access to EU territory and to protection of third-country nationals as well as return. She has also 

focused on national legislation, policies and practices concerning all phases of asylum procedure, 

reception and detention. 

Anisa Metalia 

Anisa Metalla is graduated in law at the University of Tirana in 2009 and has completed 

postgraduate studies in legal science. During her studies she particpated in various internship 

programmes for law students with state bodies and civil society organisations. She started her 

career as a lawyer in the Ministry of Interior with the Republic of Albania. In 2010 she qualified as an 

“Attorney at Law” and started to work as a Lawyer near Tirana Legal Aid Society, which is one of the 

leading organizations in Albania in providing free legal aid, for vulnerable groups of the society.  

Gábor Gyulai 

Gábor Gyulai has been working in the field of asylum since 2000. After two years of working with the 

UNHCR, he joined the Hungarian Helsinki Committee, where he currently works as the coordinator 

of the refugee programme and as an international trainer. Gábor’s research and advocacy work has  

mainly focused on evidentiary and credibility assessment, country information, gender and 

intercultural issues in asylum cases, as well as nationality and statelessness. He has conducted 

research and published a number of studies, journal articles and training manuals on these issues. In 

recent years he has facilitated over 180 training sessions for state officers, judges, lawyers, UNHCR 

staff and others in several European and Latin-American states. Gábor started working on 

statelessness in 2006, as one of the first advocates of this cause in the European civil society sector. 



 
 
Since then he has mainly focused on statelessness as a paradigm of international protection, but he 

also conducted pioneering research on the prevention of statelessness at birth in Hungary. Gábor is 

a founding member and currently a Trustee and President of the European Network on 

Statelessness, as well as a regular guest speaker at the Tilburg Statelessness Summer Course.  

 

 

Taking action against childhood statelessness 

 

Urs Spindler 

 

Urs Spindler is a freelance journalist from Hamburg and co-founder of the editorial office Die 

Brueder. The focus of his journalistic work is on human and social affairs and based on extensive, 

independently conducted research as well as collaboration with fellow journalists and multimedia 

editors. One of his reports from Kosovo – conducted in collaboration with Arne Schulz – has recently 

been awarded with the N-ost Reporter Prize. 

Katarina Vučko 

Katarina Vučko holds a degree in law and has passed the State Legal Exam of the Republic of 

Slovenia. Since 2009 she is a legal consultant and a researcher for human rights issues at the Peace 

Institute in Ljubljana, Slovenia, particularly in the field of legal status of migrants, asylum and 

discrimination issues. She has been performing legal counselling and representation for migrants 

(particularly the Erased - a country-specific group of migrants) in the procedures for granting 

residence permits and citizenship. In the past years she has been the author and co-author of several 

national reports in various fields of law, mostly in the field of non-discrimination, anti-racism and 

freedom of movement.  

Elena Rozzi 

 

Elena Rozzi is a human rights advocate working to promote the rights of migrant and stateless 

children and youth in Italy through advocacy, social research and legal counselling. She has been 

working as legal adviser and serves on the Board of ASGI, the main Italian association of legal 

practitioners engaged in protecting migrants and discriminated minorities’ rights. She has also been 

working with the Turin University Social Sciences Department, Istituto degli Innocenti Research 

Center and the Association of Italian Municipalities. From 2001 to 2007, she coordinated the Migrant 

Children National Programme in Save the Children Italy. She published a few articles on the above 

mentioned subjects. 

Zoe Gardner 

Zoe has been running Asylum Aid’s communications work for a year, making use of social media 

along with other communications channels in support of Asylum Aid’s campaigns. Zoe previously 



 
 
held policy and communications roles with the Race Equality Foundation and the European Council 

on Refugees and Exiles (ECRE). She is also studying part time for a PhD from the London School of 

Economics on immigration control at the EU’s external borders. She is a member of the ENS Advisory 

Committee. 

 

 

Reducing (the risk of) statelessness through promoting birth registration 

 

Mr. Kerry L. Neal 

 

Kerry Neal is the Child Protection specialist, Justice for Children, at UNICEF headquarters in New 

York. Prior to joining HQ, he worked for UNICEF in a variety of field offices, including Georgia, Bosnia 

and Herzegovina, FYR Macedonia and Madagascar. Kerry is a lawyer by training.  

Lilana Keith 

 

Lilana Keith has been leading PICUM’s work on undocumented children and families since 2011, as 

well as PICUM’s work on health care for undocumented migrants since 2013. She is currently Interim 

Programmes Director at PICUM (maternity leave cover) and continues to lead the work on children. 

Prior to this, she worked for the European Programme for Integration and Migration (EPIM), and on 

community-building and integration initiatives for migrants, regardless of status, in a suburb of 

Washington D.C.  

Milena Isakovic Suni 

Milena Isakovic Suni has worked on statelessness and civil registration issues in the Western Balkans 

for the last ten years. As a manager and consultant for OSCE and UNDP programmes, she examined 

the leading causes of statelessness and the solutions developed by governments to resolve them. 

During her career, she has had the opportunity to learn from many civil society organizations who 

promote legislative reform and provide legal assistance. Ms. Isakovic Suni wrote the article 

“Comparing Approaches for Combating Statelessness in Albania and Serbia” in order to take a 

retrospective look at factors that may contribute to legislative and practical improvements in these 

countries.  

Martina Smilevska 

Martina Smilevska is currently working as project manager on the projects "Legal Assistance and 

Representation of PoC" and  "Prevention and Reduction of Statelessness", both projects 

implemented by the Macedonian Young Lawyers Association (MYLA) and supported by the UNHCR 

Office in Skopje. She is actively involved in civil society organizations in Macedonia and in 2013 was 

elected President of MYLA. She is a graduated lawyer, holding an MA in International Relations with 

area of sub-specialization is conflict resolution. Martina actively conducts research in the field of 

human rights and the rule of law. 



 
 
Dorota Pudzianowska 

Dorota Pudzianowska graduated in law and sociology. Currently she is an assistant professor at the 

Faculty of Law, Warsaw University. She specialises in human rights law with a special focus on anti-

discrimination law and immigration law. She also heads the Anti-discrimination programme at the 

Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights (Warsaw). She has been involved in domestic and ECHR 

litigation concerning inter alia discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation, ethnicity and race, 

disability as well as overcrowding of prisons, freedom of assembly, religious freedom, reproductive 

rights and statelessness. In 2008-2012 she was an alternate member of the Management Board of 

the EU Fundamental Rights Agency. She is currently the legal expert within FRANET network. She 

cooperates with the Council of Europe and the European Commission as an expert. She also worked 

as an expert on nationality issues for a Shearman and Sterling LLP. She has authored books and 

numerous articles on human rights issues in academic journals as well as in a daily press. For her 

academic work, she received achievement rewards from the Polish Sociological Association and the 

Polish Prime Minister. 

 

 

Tackling childhood statelessness in the post state-succession context 

 

Adrian Berry 

 

Adrian Berry is a Barrister at Garden Court Chambers and on the Executive Committee of the 

Immigration Law Practitioners’ Association (ILPA). Adrian has an extensive practice in British 

nationality law, both in relation to historic Commonwealth based claims and contemporary issues 

concerning automatic acquisition of citizenship, naturalisation and registration, as well as loss of 

nationality. He has contributed to all parts of Fransman's British Nationality Law (3rd edition 2011), 

contributed the nationality law chapters to the JCWI Handbook 2006, contributed to Jackson and 

Warr's Immigration Law and Practice (2008) on the Right of Abode, and contributed the nationality 

law chapters to the Blackstone's Guide to the Borders, Citizenship and Immigration Act 2009 (OUP 

2010). He has also contributed to responses to government consultation papers and advised peers in 

the House of Lords for ILPA. He was a member of the group of nationality law experts reviewing the 

draft Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights on the right to Nationality and 

the Prevention and Prohibition of Statelessness in Africa, and he was also a member of the Home 

Office Earned Citizenship Strategic Advisory Group. He is a member of the ENS Advisory Committee. 

 

Mónika Ganczer 

 

Mónika Ganczer is research fellow of the Institute for Legal Studies of the Centre for Social Sciences 

of the Hungarian Academy of Sciences, and assistant professor of the Department of Public and 

Private International Law of Deák Ferenc Faculty of Law and Political Sciences of Széchenyi István 

University. Her research focuses on nationality matters in international law, international legal 

aspects of dual nationality and statelessness, nationality problems resulting from state succession as 



 
 
well as the Hungarian citizenship regulation. Key publications: International Law and Dual Nationality 

of Hungarians Living Outside the Borders 53 Acta Juridica Hungarica 4 (2012), 316-333; 

Állampolgárság a nemzetközi jogban – államutódlás esetén. [Nationality in International Law – In the 

Context of State Succession] Dialóg, Budapest – Pécs, 2013. 342 p; The Right to a Nationality as a 

Human Right?, in Hungarian Yearbook of International Law and European Law 2014 Eleven, The 

Hague, 2015 15-33. She is an ENS individual associate member. 

 

Khrystyna Kolesen 

 

In 2011 Khrystyna Kolesen graduated from the Institute of International Relations of Kyiv National 

University as a Master of Public International Law. Since then she has obtained another Master’s 

degree in Public Law in Carlos III University of Madrid and defended her Master thesis “International 

Law Response to the Climate Change Induced Migration” that, among others, touched upon the 

issue of statelessness as a result of state disappearance. Recently, Khrystyna has been conducting 

research on the issue of childhood statelessness in Ukraine, the main purposes of which consist in 

determining the existing legislative and administrative framework in this sphere and analysing its 

imperfections. 

Jelena Karzetskaja 

Jelena Karzetskaja graduated in law from Moscow State Social University and Estonian Academy 

Nord. She specialises in minority rights, migration policies, citizenship and statelessness, freedom of 

movement and language rights. Jelena has worked as a lawyer for many years at the Legal 

Information Centre for Human Rights. Her main responsibilities are legal counselling, advice-line, 

analysis, legal expertise, human rights and non-discrimination trainings. She is the author of various 

publications in these fields. 

Svetlana Djackova 

Svetlana Djackova has been working as a researcher for the NGO Latvian Centre for Human Rights 

since 2002. She has a sociological (Mg.sc.soc.) and human rights (European Master's Degree in 

Human Rights and Democratisation) educational background. Her responsibilities include conducting 

research, policy analysis, project management and advocacy, including preparation of opinions on 

draft laws and national policy documents. She works on various areas of fundamental rights 

(including asylum and immigration, minority rights and integration, language policy, 

citizenship, racism and discrimination), including the FRALEX/FRANET projects of the EU Agency. She 

has also managed several projects, including international projects, supported by the European 

Refugee Fund and the European Return Fund (Community Actions). 

 


