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Research and Policy Volunteer 

Background 

Established in 2012, the European Network on Statelessness (ENS) is an open and growing 

civil society alliance with over 100 members in 40 countries. ENS is committed to ending 

statelessness and ensuring that the estimated 600,000 people living in Europe without a 

nationality are protected under international law.  

We are seeking a Volunteer to help us research, gather and review comparative information 

on statelessness in Europe, and assist with other tasks related to our Research and Policy 

function. This is an excellent opportunity for anyone wishing to develop legal research and 

policy advocacy experience working in a busy NGO office, and contribute to our mission. This 

opportunity would particularly suit those with a legal background. 

Time commitment and duration: We are flexible, but we are ideally looking for someone 

who can commit to a couple of days a week (Monday to Thursday) for a minimum of 3 

months from June 2017.  

Location: ENS Secretariat, 25 Ashley Road, London N17 9LJ (Tottenham Hale) 

Responsible to: Research and Policy Coordinator 

What will I be doing? 

You will have the opportunity to expand your knowledge on statelessness as well as to 

participate in the day-to-day work of ENS. We will tailor activities to your skills and interests, 

but the kinds of activities we are looking for help with are: 

 checking, reviewing and sourcing material for the Statelessness Index, i.e. national, 

regional and international law relating to statelessness in Europe 

 monitoring legal/policy developments and providing written updates  

 researching and editing content for the ENS quarterly newsletter 

 monitoring member activities on our Europe-wide campaign to protect stateless 

people from arbitrary detention 

 contributing to submissions to UN human rights mechanisms or our strategic 

litigation work 

 helping us update the ENS website, Twitter and Facebook accounts 
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 liaising with ENS members and partners and helping us find new allies to achieve our 

objectives 

What skills, knowledge or qualities do I need? 

 Excellent written and oral English language skills  

 Experience carrying out desk based research and/or legal/policy analysis 

 An ability to digest and summarise complex information succinctly 

 Knowledge of statelessness, nationality laws, and the international human rights 

framework   

 An ability to write for different audiences including for the web and social media 

 A can-do attitude, flexibility working in a small team, and ability to work on your own  

 A commitment to the human rights of stateless people 

 Competence in using basic IT systems (windows, email, web etc.) and social media 

 Some experience of the third sector (NGOs) is an advantage 

 Other European language skills are an advantage 

What will I get out of volunteering? 

 The opportunity to contribute to our mission to strengthen the voices of stateless 

people in Europe and advocate for their human rights 

 The opportunity to be part of a small, dynamic NGO team working across Europe 

 The opportunity to develop your legal, policy and research skills 

 The opportunity to attend training related to statelessness 

How to Apply 

Please send your CV together with a one-page covering letter clearly describing why you 

want to volunteer with ENS and what skills, knowledge and qualities you would bring to the 

team, along with a short writing example (in English) to nina.murray@statelessness.eu by 

Friday 12 May. Please put ‘Research and Policy Volunteer’ in the email subject line. 

 

Due to the high volume of applications we receive, we won’t be able to reply individually to 

all applicants or provide feedback on applications not shortlisted. We will invite those 

shortlisted to an informal interview on Thursday 18 May.  

 

You can find out more about our work at www.statelessness.eu  
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