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Interview with Tim Parritt 

 

 

ENS recently caught up with Tim Parritt, Programme Officer (International Human 

Rights) at the Oak Foundation which commits its resources to address issues of 

global, social and environmental concern, particularly those that have a major 

impact on the lives of the disadvantaged. Since its establishment in 1983, it has 

given more than 2,700 grants to not-for-profit organisations around the world. In 

April 2013 Oak supported ENS with an annual core operating grant for its work 

http://www.statelessness.eu/


tackling statelessness. 

 

ENS: Please describe your role at the Oak Foundation as well as the 

Foundation’s structure, priorities and broad objectives? 

 

Tim Parritt: Oak Foundation’s early grants were made to organisations providing 

support to single mothers and torture victims, but today the Foundation has 

grown to include 5 Programmes, of which the International Human Rights 

Programme is one. The remaining five programmes focus on child abuse, the 

environment, housing and homelessness, learning differences and issues 

affecting women.  

 

The Human Rights Programme focuses its grant-making in four broad thematic 

areas: Combating Arbitrary Detention and Torture; Ending Impunity for gross 

abuses; Protecting and enabling Human Rights Defenders and Broadening 

Constituencies supporting human rights. It prioritises research and 

documentation directed towards effective advocacy above service provision 

activities. 

 

I joined the Human Rights Programme in 2009 and oversee a grant portfolio 

covering aspects of detention and due process in counter-terrorism and 

immigration contexts, human rights defenders, communications, and one 

particular country focus – Burma. 

 

ENS: How do you perceive the challenge of statelessness in Europe, and why 

is this of interest and concern to the Oak Foundation? 

 

TP: Statelessness affects an estimated 600,000 people in Europe and 12 million 

globally, but despite the scale and chronic marginalisation of stateless 

populations, the phenomenon remains relatively hidden and little understood. 

 

Often viewed as an obscure and problematic legal anomaly, deriving from 

unresolved tensions between the universal application of human rights and the 



sovereign power of states to grant or deny nationality, statelessness tends to 

receive less attention than the rights of refugees and other vulnerable groups in 

need of protection. 

 

Actively denied citizenship and thus in practice “the right to rights”, stateless 

people are vulnerable to a range of discriminatory rights denials, including 

political participation, access to health care and education. 

 

Oak is particularly aware how the human rights deficit experienced by the 

stateless is evident in the context of immigration detention. Stateless refugees, 

asylum seekers and other migrants often fall into a limbo of prolonged or 

indefinite detention, unable to be deported as they have no country that 

recognises them, but unable to acquire legal status to remain. 

 

ENS: Many commentators have described statelessness as a hidden or 

forgotten issue, and this has been attributed partly to a lack of sensitization 

among donors to the issue? Do you agree with this assessment, and what are 

the reasons for this? 

 

TP: Statelessness does remain an obscured issue, in need of greater attention and 

knowledge. The voices of stateless people are rarely heard, and their plight 

continues to receive less attention than deserved. This disparity has been 

reflected in levels of engagement by governmental, civil society and philanthropic 

actors. 

 

Despite the persistent and globalised nature of the problem, there has been a lack 

of coordinated action and advocacy on behalf of and in solidarity with stateless 

people, and these gaps have tended to affect responses of the donor and other 

communities. 

 

Attention has often been placed on human rights violations resulting from 

statelessness, such as indefinite detention, discrimination, violence or human 

trafficking, but it is helpful that key stakeholders such as UNHCR and a number of 



donors including OSF, Oak and others have increasingly sought to address the 

core problem of statelessness itself. 

 

ENS: What more can or should be done to raise awareness about 

statelessness and particularly among donors who could potentially support 

work by civil society organisations to try to address the problem? 

 

TP: Increased outreach, awareness raising and pressure from civil society actors 

will help place the issue progressively in a more central position on the 

refugee/migration agenda. 

 

While campaigning for effective EU policy frameworks and broader international 

ratification and implementation of the Conventions on Statelessness, will remain 

important, these efforts need to be reinforced by increased public awareness of, 

and empathy with, the plight of the stateless. Raising the voices and stories of 

stateless people to illustrate the range and acute vulnerability of those affected is 

likely to be particularly significant. 

 

A parallel pursuit of a mix of policy responses – at the UN, EU and national levels 

– also has potential to engage a broader range of donors. For example, a number 

of European donors, while willing to support EU-level advocacy initiatives have a 

particular interest in how such policies are developed and implemented in their 

own national contexts. Solutions-based recommendations and approaches at the 

national level, such as effective statelessness determination procedures or 

Alternatives to Detention programs, may well align more closely with many 

donors’ immediate domestic priorities. 

 

ENS: How do you see the role of ENS developing and expanding in future 

years, both within Europe and potentially as a civil society model for other 

regions? 

 

TP: The establishment of ENS was significant in that it provided the first 



collaborative network of organisations addressing exclusively the issue of 

statelessness in Europe. As the Network grows, it is expected to push for the 

mainstreaming of statelessness within other right-based migration discourses, 

including as regards combating the continued expansion of immigration 

detention as a tool of migration management. 

 

As a pan-European initiative, It defines its mission clearly as seeking to confront 

the acute absence of effective national frameworks to provide remedies for the 

stateless in Europe, notwithstanding the fact that all EU member states have 

ratified (or pledged to ratify) the 1954 Convention. 

 

ENS offers a promising platform for future advocacy amplification and a means to 

coordinate more effectively complementary activities by members as appropriate 

to their regional or national contexts. Development of strategic alignment and 

coordinated activities, with enhanced collective impact, may encompass strategic 

litigation, legislative reform, research-based campaigning and development of 

field capacity through education, training and other support. 

 

By modeling how a collective advocacy network serves to maximise impact, ENS 

can inspire the creation of similar networks outside of Europe. Ultimately this is 

hoped to lead to increased political attention and space for legal and policy 

reform globally, including through the strengthening of existing protection 

mechanisms and their robust implementation on the ground. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Network News 

 

 

 

Who we are 
 

The European Network on 

Statelessness (ENS) is a civil society 

alliance committed to address 

statelessness in Europe. We believe that 

all human beings have a right to a 

nationality and that those who lack 

nationality altogether are entitled to 

adequate protection. 

 

ENS is delighted to now have 81 

members in over 30 European countries. 

In addition to its Network building work, 

ENS has also been engaged in various 

other activities as outlined below. 

 

 

Join ENS 
 

Non-governmental organisations, 

universities, academics, research centres 

and individuals may become associate 

members of the Network. Associate 

members should be involved in providing 

legal, social and other support services, 

carrying out research and teaching or 

training, and/or doing advocacy and 

policy work on behalf of stateless persons 

or those at risk of statelessness. 

 

To apply for membership, visit our 

website or email ENS Coordinator Chris 

Nash at info@statelessness.eu. 

 

 

http://www.statelessness.eu/node/184
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ENS launches 
Campaign to Protect 
Stateless Persons in 
Europe 
On 14 October, the anniversary of 

Hannah Arendt’s birthday, ENS launched 

a pan-European campaign to improve the 

protection of stateless persons in Europe. 

Timed to coincide with the 60
th
 

anniversary of the 1954 Statelessness 

Convention, this campaign will bring 

together civil society organisations across 

Europe in calling for: 

1. All European Union states to 

accede to the 1954 Statelessness 

Convention by the end 2014. 

2. All European states without a 

functioning statelessness 

determination procedure to make 

a clear commitment during 2014 

to take necessary steps to 

introduce one by the end 2016. 

ENS aims to achieve these objectives 

 

ENS publishes 
statelessness 
determination good 
practice guide 
With generous support from the UNHCR 

office in Serbia, this month ENS 

published “Statelessness Determination 

and the Protection Status of Stateless 

Persons: a Summary Guide of Good 

Practices and Factors to Consider when 

Designing National Determination and 

Protection Mechanisms”. Recent years 

have seen an unprecedented wave of 

accessions to the 1954 Statelessness 

Convention, yet currently only a handful 

of states have functioning protection 

frameworks in place. The ENS Guide 

seeks to shed light on the necessity of 

creating a specific statelessness 

determination procedure and a protection 

status for stateless persons. It draws on 

good practice examples from those states 

that do have a dedicated procedure in 



through a combination of awareness-

raising activities, online advocacy and 

political lobbying at the national and 

European Union level. It will seek to 

mobilise a broad spectrum of actors and 

to put a human face on the statelessness 

issue by gathering individual stories and 

testimonies. The campaign will culminate 

in a concerted day of action against 

statelessness across Europe on 14 

October 2014. With enough support we 

can bring Europe’s legal ghosts out of the 

shadows and ensure that stateless 

persons are treated with the respect and 

dignity which has been lacking since the 

philosopher Hannah Arendt famously 

identified their plight in her seminal text 

The Origins of Totalitarianism back in 

1951. The fact that there remain an 

estimated 600,000 stateless persons 

living in Europe today shows that action is 

long overdue. The time for action is now! 

Click here to read our full campaign 

launch statement. 

 

 

place, and is intended to provide practical 

support to states considering the 

establishment of such a specific 

mechanism, or who wish to improve their 

existing regime. The Guide is also of 

value to international and civil society 

organisations, as well as academics, who 

are committed to advocate for better 

protection standards for stateless 

persons. The Guide addresses 6 key 

areas in which states need to consider 

when building a national determination 

and protection regime for stateless 

persons. The issues cover the entire 

spectrum of determination and protection 

mechanisms, from basic questions of 

structure and access, through to 

procedural factors and assessment, and 

finally to appeal and status related 

considerations. You can access the 

Guide on the ENS website here and it 

constitutes an important part of the 

recently launched ENS campaign to 

improve protection for stateless persons 

in Europe. 

 

http://www.statelessness.eu/node/417
http://www.statelessness.eu/resources/ens-good-practice-guide-statelessness-determination-and-protection-status-stateless


 

ENS holds first ever 
Train the Trainer 
course on 
statelessness 
Seeking to build on its Kick-Off seminar 

held last year, ENS held its first train-the-

trainer course in Budapest on 25-27 

November. Working closely with UNHCR 

statelessness experts, and supported by 

UNHCR’s Global Learning Centre, ENS 

delivered a 3 day intensive training 

course designed to give participants the 

confidence, skills and tools to be able to 

deliver training on four key components 

(Introduction to statelessness, Prevention 

and reduction of statelessness, Protection 

of stateless people, and Statelessness in 

Europe). Selected from a larger pool of 

applicants from within the ENS 

membership, 10 ENS members attended 

the training, representing national NGOs 

from Italy, Serbia, Macedonia, Ukraine, 

Latvia, Estonia, Georgia, Slovakia, 

Poland and Ireland, as well as five 

UNHCR representatives from offices in 

 

ENS public 
statement to mark 
International Human 
Rights Day 
On 10 December, the 20

th
 anniversary 

year of the establishment of the mandate 

of the High Commissioner for Human 

Rights, International Human Rights Day 

has been themed “20 Years: Working for 

Your Rights”, but with an emphasis on the 

future and challenges that lie ahead. In a 

public statement released to mark this 

day, ENS reflects on how the task of 

looking back over 20 years of endeavour 

and achievement in the human rights field 

and drawing on this foundation to plan for 

future challenges resonates strongly with 

the development of ENS and the 

publication of its good practice guide on 

statelessness determination procedures. 

Over the past 20 years, statelessness 

has ceased to be perceived as a complex 

legal anomaly and been re-characterised 

as fundamentally a human rights issue 

that must be addressed through both the 



Europe and the Americas. The aim was 

to develop a larger pool of trainers as part 

of the Network’s pan-European capacity-

building efforts. Funding remains a key 

challenge, but it is hoped that training will 

be seen as a logical step to accompany 

awareness-raising and advocacy efforts 

during next year which sees the 

anniversary of the 1954 Statelessness 

Convention Buoyed by the very positive 

evaluations received from participants at 

the Train the Trainer course, ENS is 

looking forward to multiplying its training 

efforts at both the national and regional 

level in 2014 and beyond. 

 

 

Reporting back from 
Geneva 
Taking advantage of many of its 

members as well as other NGOs being 

present in Geneva for the annual UNHCR 

NGO Consultations, on 12 June ENS 

organised a side event which packed a 

room with more than 30 NGO 

human rights framework and international 

statelessness mechanisms. The 

identification of stateless persons is an 

important process, necessary to ensure 

compliance both with the 1954 

Statelessness Convention and 

international human rights law. The failure 

to implement fair, accessible, non-

discriminatory and non-arbitrary 

determination procedures that comply 

with substantive and procedural 

standards under international law would 

result in people not being appropriately 

identified as stateless and consequently 

being denied the human rights protection 

to which they are entitled. The ENS 

Guide looks at the twelve states who 

already have in place dedicated 

procedures, at UNHCR and expert 

guidance and at international law, to 

tease out good practices that states about 

to implement new procedures should 

consider adapting and replicating. 

Consequently, it is an exercise in the 

discipline of looking back in order to plan 

for the future – which goes to the very 

core of the theme of this year’s 

celebration. To read the full ENS 

statement click here. 

 

http://www.statelessness.eu/node/434


representatives from across Europe. The 

meeting provided an opportunity to 

update on ENS activities and for 

participants to learn from one another 

about current statelessness related 

challenges and opportunities in Europe. 

The key speaker was UNHCR’s Europe 

Bureau Director, Vincent Cochetel, who 

presented on UNHCR’s plans for 

statelessness work in the coming years. It 

was encouraging to hear of UNHCR’s 

commitment not just to participate actively 

in activities around the commemoration of 

the 1954 convention next year, but longer 

term, to really find solutions to reduce the 

number of stateless people in the region 

as part of global efforts to meet the 

Agency’s ambition to eradicate 

statelessness within a decade. The 

openness of the discussion between 

UNHCR and NGOs in this region and the 

added value of ENS as a regional 

network representing NGO experiences 

and interests, hopefully offers massive 

advantages in helping to translate all of 

these ideas into actual action. 

 

 

Is The Netherlands 
next to introduce a 
statelessness 
determination 
procedure? 
By Maxim Ferschtman 

 

On 4 December 2013 the Netherlands 

Institute for Human Rights (College 

Mensenrechten) and UNHCR held a 

seminar on the protection of stateless 

persons in the Netherlands. It was the 

first of its kind in the Netherlands to be 

organized by these institutions together 

and was attended by government 

officials, academics and NGOs. UNHCR 

had earlier examined the situation in the 

Netherlands in its report Mapping 

Statelessness in the Netherlands. It 

concluded that “In dealing with 

statelessness in the Netherlands, it is the 

identification of cases of statelessness 

that is the most problematic area. There 

is, as we have seen, no explicit obligation 



 

Out of Limbo: Promoting 
the right of stateless 
Roma people to a legal 
status in Italy  

By Elena Rozzi  

 

A significant proportion of Roma people 

originating from the Balkans and living in 

Italy are stateless or at risk of 

statelessness. In most cases they lack a 

residence permit or other identity 

documents. As undocumented persons, 

they have no or limited access to social 

services, health care, education, 

employment and housing as well as no 

political rights. They also risk receiving 

expulsion orders and being detained in a 

detention centre. 

 

To read the full blog entry, visit the ENS 

website.  

 

under the 1954 Convention for State 

parties to put in place a determination 

procedure. Nevertheless, without some 

form of determination mechanism it is 

difficult to see how contracting parties can 

fulfil their obligations under the 

Convention. UNHCR therefore considers 

the creation of a statelessness 

determination procedure to be a practical 

consequence of ratification of the 1954 

Convention.”  

 

To read the full blog entry, visit the ENS 

website. 

 

 

A ray of hope for 
stateless Sahrawis 
in Spain?  
By Valeriia Cherednichenko 

 
The majority of the applications for the 

statelessness status in Spain come from 

applicants of Western Saharan origin, or 

http://www.statelessness.eu/blog/out-limbo-promoting-right-stateless-roma-people-legal-status-italy#sthash.o5Zzw9pw.dpuf
http://www.statelessness.eu/blog/out-limbo-promoting-right-stateless-roma-people-legal-status-italy#sthash.o5Zzw9pw.dpuf
http://www.statelessness.eu/blog/netherlands-next-introduce-statelessness-determination-procedure
http://www.statelessness.eu/blog/netherlands-next-introduce-statelessness-determination-procedure


 

Forthcoming Events 

 

1. “Shourt Course: Statelessness and the 

rights of the child” (UNHCR, UNICEF and 

the Statelessness Programme at Tilburg 

University): 6-7 February 2014, Geneva; 

download the application form 

(application deadline: 15 December 

2013); 

2. "The Tilburg Statelessness Summer 

Course": 4-8 August 2014, Tilburg; details 

available next week; 

3. The "First Global Forum on 

Statelessness" (UNHCR and Tilburg 

University): 15-17 September 2014, The 

Hague; registration opens next week. 

 

Sahrawis. However, this issue does not 

get as much attention as it deserves from 

the Spanish authorities or wider society, 

leaving them without benefits of 

recognition as stateless. This stands in 

contradiction with the Spanish Supreme 

Court's jurisprudence in recent years, 

which has granted the status of 

statelessness to a considerable number 

of these applicants.  

 

To read the full blog entry, visit the ENS 

website. 

 

 

 

 

Network members in the spotlight 

 

ENS will include a couple of member profiles in each of our newsletters. Up this time are the Halina Nieć 

Legal Aid Center from Poland and the Immigrant Council of Ireland. 

 

The Halina Nieć Legal Aid Center (HNLAC), Poland 

 

The Halina Nieć Legal Aid Center (HNLAC), is a non-profit non-governmental organization established in 

2002 in Kraków, Poland. Our main objective is to protect human rights by providing free legal aid to 

persons at risk of social exclusion and discrimination, especially foreigners, asylum seekers, refugees 

and stateless persons. The HNLAC also monitors adherence to relevant human rights standards, 

undertakes legal interventions and advocacy activities, and pursues research and educational projects. 

http://tilburguniversity.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e82d9bf8791319e04c9c06706&id=48072d71db&e=e741e22b96&utm_source=Main+newsletter&utm_campaign=a880a22c78-European_Network_on_Statelessness9_7_2012&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_5b5764124f-a880a22c78-
http://www.tilburguniversity.edu/research/institutes-and-research-groups/statelessness/summercourse/
http://www.statelessness.eu/blog/ray-hope-stateless-sahrawis-spain-1#sthash.XZwQqOcM.dpuf 
http://www.statelessness.eu/blog/ray-hope-stateless-sahrawis-spain-1#sthash.XZwQqOcM.dpuf 


One of our objectives is to raise standards for the protection of human and civil rights of stateless 

persons as well as to raise awareness about the issue of statelessness in general. 

 

Poland is one of only a handful of EU states which have not yet ratified the UN Stateless Conventions, 

and it lacks a stateless identification procedure. We believe that the ratification of the UN Conventions on 

Statelessness would facilitate social and legal changes in Poland, resulting in treating stateless persons 

with the respect and dignity they deserve. For this reason HNLAC initiated the project "Invisible - 

Stateless Persons in Poland". The main objective of the project is to describe the major problems faced 

by stateless persons in Poland and to take action to resolve them through legislative changes and to 

draw public attention to the problem of statelessness as well as the necessity to ratify the Conventions. 

Throughout 2013 we met with stateless persons staying in Poland and gathered their personal stories, 

we analyzed our national legislation with regard to guarantees provided to stateless persons and met with 

the decision-makers to learn how the law is implemented in practice. The outcome of our research is 

described in a report published in 2013. 

 

Although our project is due to finish by the end of December 2013 we are dedicated to the issue of 

statelessness and we wish to maintain our activities with regard to awareness raising and advocacy 

throughout 2014 and we strongly support the ENS 2014 campaign in this regard. 

 

The Immigrant Council of Ireland 

 

With over 12 years’ experience the Immigrant Council of Ireland is a leading voice in securing improved 

rights and protections which benefit migrants and their families, including stateless persons. As a pro-

active organisation we offer support, advice and information, while also achieving positive change 

through strategic legal action and engagement with lawmakers to make immigration and citizenship laws 

fit for purpose. Ensuring access to justice is the cornerstone of all our work. 

 

Since our establishment in 2001, the Council has used its frontline services to meet the immediate needs 

of people and also to put forward clear, evidence based proposals to change Irish law. Within 5 years our 

role as a provider of innovative responses to integrate a rapidly changing population recognised when we 

became the first and only Independent Law Centre in the migrant sector. Since then our dual legal and 

advocacy approach, supported by our frontline services, has ensured real change including: the 

withdrawal of an ad hoc policy regarding international students, the recognition of de facto couples for the 

purpose of family reunification, protections for migrant victims of domestic violence and the introduction of 

Ireland's first citizenship ceremonies. 

 

In 2014 we will be working to increase awareness about Stateless Persons. As a member of the 

European Network we have already started our campaign by releasing a national statement on Oct 14th 

last as part of the co-ordinated action by ENS members. Our statement can be accessed at 

http://www.immigrantcouncil.ie/media/press-releases/737-600000-stateless-persons-across-europe. Our 

campaign will centre on the need for clear determination procedures and guidelines in Ireland, similar to 

those recently introduced in the UK. By working with like-minded organisations we intend to use 

communication and advocacy to highlight the need for change and to make strong representations to the 

Irish Government. 

 

Find out more about our work at www.immigrantcouncil.ie. 

 

http://www.immigrantcouncil.ie/media/press-releases/737-600000-stateless-persons-across-europe
http://www.immigrantcouncil.ie/


Network membership 

 

ENS currently has 81 members in over 30 European countries. Six serve on its Steering Committee, 44 

are associate member organisations, and 31 are individual associate members. 

 

 

Steering Committee members: 

 

Asylum Aid, UK * The Equal Rights Trust, UK * Hungarian Helsinki Committee, Hungary * Open 

Society Justice Initiative * Praxis, Serbia * Statelessness Programme-Tilburg University, the 

Netherlands 

 

Associate member organisations: 

 

Aditus Foundation, Malta * AIRE Centre, UK * Archway Foundation, Romania * Association for 

Integration and Migration, Czech Republic * Association for Juridical Studies on Immigration, Italy * 

Asylkoordination, Austria * Bail for Immigration Detainees, UK * Belgian Refugee Council, Belgium 

* British Red Cross, UK * Caritas Vienna, Austria * Civil Rights Programme, Kosovo * Danish 

Refugee Council, Denmark * Detention Action, UK * EUDO Citizenship, regional * Faith Hope Love, 

Russia * Forum Refugies, France * Greek Council for Refugees, Greece * Halina Niec Legal Aid 

Centre, Poland * Helsinki Citizens Assembly, Turkey * Helsinki Foundation for Human Rights, 

Poland * HIAS, Ukraine * Human Rights League, Slovakia * Immigrant Council of Ireland * 

Information Legal Centre, Croatia * Innovations and Reforms Centre, Georgia * Interights, UK * 

Italian Council for Refugees, Italy * JRS Romania * Kerk in Actie, Netherlands * Latvian Centre on 

Human Rights, Latvia * Law Centre of Advocates, Moldova * Legal Centre, Montenegro * Legal 

Clinic for Refugees and Immigrants, Bulgaria * Legal Information Centre on Human Rights, Estonia 

* Lithuanian Red Cross Society, Lithuania * Macedonia Young Lawyers Association, Macedonia * 

Migrant Rights Network, UK * NGO Vitality, Moldova * Peace Institute, Slovenia * People for Change 

Foundation, Malta * Portuguese Refugee Council, Portugal * Refugee Action, UK * Refugees 

International, regional * Va.a Prava, Bosnia and Herzegovina 

 

Individual associate members: 

 

Marine Antonyan, Armenia * Katia Bianchini, UK * Adrian Berry, UK * Zsolt Bobis, Hungary * 

Michelle Mila van Burik, Netherlands * Ivana Canjuga Bedi, Croatia * Valeriia Cherednichenko, 

Ukraine * Arsenio Cores, Spain * Eva Ersboll, Denmark * Paolo Farci, lawyer, Italy * Eric Fripp, UK * 

Monika Ganczer, Hungary * Professor Guy Goodwin-Gill, UK * Stans Goudsmit, Netherlands * 

Stefanie Grant, UK * Professor Rene de Groot, Netherlands * Professor James Hathaway, US * 

Karel Hendriks, Netherlands * Erika Kalantzi, Greece * Maureen Lynch, US * Helena-Ulrike 

Marambou, Germany * Reinhard Marx, Germany * Keelin McCarthy, UK * Frances Meyler, UK * 

Tamas Molnar, Hungary * Mike Sanderson, UK * Nando Sigona, UK * Kelly Staples, UK * Katia 

Swider, Netherlands * Kostas Tsitselikis, Greece *Jason Tucker, UK 

 
 

 

 


