
Following a successful launch of a joint #RomaBelong report which marked the start of a 

new project on Roma statelessness in the Western Balkans and Ukraine, ENS talked to 

Adam Weiss, Managing Director of the European Roma Rights Centre and a member 

of the ENS Advisory Committee.



The ERRC has been at the forefront of 

the fight against discrimination and 

marginalisation of Roma in Europe. 

Indeed, statelessness is often not an 

accident, but a logical outcome of 

discrimination. Tell us a bit more about 

the new strand of work ERRC has 

undertaken with ISI and ENS under the 

#RomaBelong project to tackle the 

issue of Roma statelessness?

The European Roma Rights Centre 

(ERRC) is a Roma-led international public 

interest law organisation working primarily 

as the litigation arm of the Romani 

movement in Europe, but also through 

research and policy development, 

advocacy and human rights education. 

Statelessness is an issue that has been 

difficult to litigate directly, because little 

was known about the causes, scope and 

obstacles standing in the way of 

addressing Romani statelessness. Our 

work with ISI, ENS and in collaboration 

with partner organisations in Albania, 

Bosnia-Herzegovina, Serbia, Macedonia, 

Montenegro and Ukraine has been about 

lifting a lid on the issue and facilitating and 

bolstering international, regional and 

national responses to Roma 

statelessness. We published a synthesis 

report based on research findings from all 

of the research countries, exposing the 

toxic mix of stereotyping and prejudice, 

and legal and administrative formalism 

that is perpetuating Romani statelessness. 

We will be launching two more focused 

reports on Albania and Ukraine early in 

2018. The point is to put

state authorities on notice: Romani 

statelessness is down to a systemic failure 

to protect the rights of Romani people.

The #RomaBelong report you 

mentioned revealed that thousands of 

Roma live at risk of statelessness. Why 

is it such a problem that Roma don’t 

have a nationality? 

In theory, human rights are for everyone, 

but in practice Romani women and men 

without a nationality lack the practical and 

legal tools to stand up and say “I have 

rights”. Fight school segregation? They 

can’t even attend school. Challenge 

inequalities in reproductive healthcare? A 

pregnant Romani woman might not even 

be able to see a doctor if she is stateless. 

Other essential activities that you and I 

take for granted are outside their reach as 

well: they cannot be lawfully employed, 

own or rent a house, or even get married. 

What is worse, they often pass on their 

predicament to their children who grow up 

feeling like they don’t belong. There is 

another dimension to this issue though – 

antigypsyism. A specific form of racism 

which is expressed, among others, 

through violence, hate speech, 

exploitation, stigmatisation and in some 

cases denial of nationality. It is the evil 

which Romani people are combating daily, 

in and out of court, and Romani 

statelessness touches upon so many of 

the tropes and stereotypes of 

antigypsyism.
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Set up in 2016, the #RomaBelong project is a joint initiative by the European Roma Rights 

Centre (ERRC), the Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion (ISI) and the European 

Network on Statelessness (ENS) to better understand and tackle Roma statelessness in 

the Western Balkans and Ukraine.

Living without nationality and rights is a harsh reality for thousands of Roma in Europe, 

including children. They are left struggling to obtain identification documents, attend school 

classes, access healthcare and later in their life find employment, own property, get 

married or register the birth of their children.

On 26 and 27 October ERRC, ISI and ENS organised a regional conference launching the 

#RomaBelong report and bringing together over 70 key stakeholders to discuss the 

findings and next steps for the project. The report was produced in collaboration with 

partner organisations in Albania (Tirana Legal Aid Society), Bosnia-Herzegovina (Vaša 

prava BiH Association), Macedonia (Macedonian Young Lawyers Association), 

Montenegro (Mladi Romi), Serbia (Praxis) and Ukraine (Desyate Kvitnya) and looks at the 

role of discrimination, access to justice, marginalisation, and access to civil registration in 

creating and perpetuating a lack of documentation and risk of statelessness among Roma 

in the Western Balkans and Ukraine.

On 29 November, ENS together with UNHCR organised an event in the European 

Parliament to focus the attention of European lawmakers on Roma statelessness and to 

present the joint research. The meeting was the first step in setting out a clear agenda for 

addressing the issue as part of a wider ENS regional strategy. You can read the ENS blog

and watch a shorter EP VoxBox debate with Soraya Post MEP, Inge Sturkenboom, 

statelessness expert at UNHCR, and Nina Murray, Research & Policy Coordinator at ENS. 



On 11 October, ENS organised a 

lunchtime event in the Council of Europe 

to present the #LockedinLimbo statement

signed by over 100 organisations and 

high-profile individuals calling on 

European states to take action to end the 

detention of stateless people. New 

pledges of support for the 

#LockedinLimbo campaign were made by 

key parliamentarians and Council of 

ENS joined together with Scottish Faiths 

Action for Refugees and UK faith leaders 

during Interfaith Week (12-19 November 

2017) to call on the UK Government to 

support stateless people and protect them 

from arbitrary detention. ENS worked with 

faith groups to produce a faith leaders’ 

joint statement on statelessness and 

#LockedInLimbo, which attracted over 110 

signatures from Buddhist, Christian, 



Europe representatives.Tomáš Boček, the 

CoE Secretary General’s Special 

Representative on Refugees and 

Migrants, spoke at the event and also 

endorsed ENS's campaign 

recommendations and committed to work 

on the issue. Here’s a snapshot of how 

the day developed on Twitter and a short 

video with ENS Director Chris Nash 

presenting our #LockedInLimbo campaign 

statement for a Council of Europe media 

box piece immediately following the event.

In October, ENS ran two successful 

training sessions in Spain as part of our 

Europe-Wide Training Programme 

(funded by UNHCR). Sessions in Madrid 

and Barcelona in October were co-

facilitated by ENS President, Gabor 

Gyulai, and Research and Policy 

Coordinator, Nina Murray, and attracted 

35 participants in all from a range of 

backgrounds, generating lively debate 

around the statelessness determination 

procedure in Spain. The support and 

enthusiasm of local partners, including 

Pueblos Unidos (Jesuit Migrants Service) 

in Madrid and local ENS members, CCAR 

(Comissió Catalana d'Ajuda al Refugiat), 

Aleksandra Semeriak and Arsenio Cores 

Hindu, Jewish and Muslim representatives 

across the UK, in just a few weeks. The 

statement is calling for action by the UK 

Government to review its policies towards 

stateless people as many end up in 

prolonged and pointless detention while 

the Home Office tries to remove them 

from the UK. The initiative received 

widespread media coverage which you 

can read more about and find the links to 

here.

On 3 November, ASKV, ENS and ISI 

hosted an expert meeting at Amnesty 

International in Amsterdam ahead of the 

UNHCR #IBelong anniversary event at the 

Rijksmuseum. Our event brought together 

statelessness and migration experts to 

reflect on the current situation in the 

Netherlands, to discuss how to bring 

together civil society, academics and 

lawyers to take further actions to address 

statelessness and to place the debate in 

the Netherlands in the wider European 

context. At the event ENS Director Chris 

Nash presented the ENS 

#LockedInLimbo campaign, which was 

also raised during attendance at the the 

EU’s Annual Child Rights Forum in 

Brussels on 7/8 November.



was invaluable in making the training a 

success. Nina was interviewed for 

Barcelona’s Ciutat Refugi website

following the session there, talking about 

statelessness in Europe and the work of 

ENS.

In Germany last month, Nina and ENS 

individual member, Helena-Ulrike 

Marambio, co-facilitated two sessions with 

the Refugee Law Clinic at the University of 

Cologne, attended by 33 student lawyers, 

lawyers and supervisors from the clinic. 

This was the first time ENS has delivered 

training in Germany, and the sessions in 

Cologne generated lots of interest and 

ideas for future work on statelessness. 

You can read the ENS' joint submission to 

the UPR on the situation in Germany here. 

Further trainings are being delivered by 

our member, Halina Niec Legal Aid 

Center, in Poland in December.

The Institute on Statelessness and 

Inclusion has published an analysis of the 

recommendations relevant to 

statelessness and nationality issues 

during the 28th session of the Universal 

Periodic Review. The review 

included Switzerland where ENS 

members and partners made a targeted 

effort in the weeks prior to the session and 

approached a number of delegations that 

have in the past brought forward specific 

recommendations on statelessness. As a 

result three states issued 

recommendations on statelessness.

Over the last three months ENS is 

delighted to welcome no less than 14 new 

members who have joined the Network. 

These include Scottish Refugee Council, 

Scottish Detainee Visitors, University of 

Strathclyde Law Clinic, Refugee Law 

Clinic Cologne, Cyprus Refugee Council, 



Over 600,000 stateless Rohingya 

refugees have fled Myanmar to escape 

violence and ongoing atrocities, which are 

being described as ethnic cleansing and 

genocide. The situation in Bangladesh, 

which has taken in the large majority of 

refugees, continues to be described as a 

“critical humanitarian emergency”, with 

inadequate resources to provide the 

necessary protection and aid. You can 

read recent analysis by ENS member ISI 

Co-Director Amal de Chickera (Ten 

Reflections on the Rohingya Crisis) and 

Prof. Dr. Judith Beyer (Saints in politics: 

Aung San Suu Kyi and the dilemmas of 

political desire). The Institute on 

Statelessness and Inclusion also issued a 

comment listing seven criteria that must 

be met before Rohingya repatriation could 

be considered.

Churches Commission for Migration in 

Europe (CCME), Jesuit Migrants Service 

(Spain), Fundacion CEPAIM (Spain), Walk 

with Us (Montenegro), Humanrights.ch 

(Switzerland), Association for Legal 

Intervention (Poland) as well as individual 

experts Bronwen Manby, Wout van Doren 

and Maylis de Verneull. This new support 

is testament to the continued development 

and strengthening of our Network and 

efforts to address statelessness in 

Europe.

The European Association of Former 

Members of Parliament hosted a seminar 

in Malta on 3 November, addressing the 

current situation facing stateless people in 

Europe, and more narrowly the challenges 

faced by stateless persons in Malta. 

Entitled, ‘Statelessness’, the seminar was 

hosted by the House of Representatives in 

Malta with support from UNHCR. ENS 

member the aditus foundation also 

provided input, and used the opportunity 

to re-issue a call to the government to 

ratify the 1954 Statelessness Convention.



The Committee on the Protection of the 

Rights of All Migrant Workers (CMW) and 

the Committee on the Rights of the Child 

(CRC) adopted two Joint General 

Comments, which include useful language 

clarifying treaty norms relating to 

childhood statelessness. The two 

documents which provide authoritative 

guidance on the need for comprehensive 

and rights-based policies for all children, 

regardless of their migration or residence 

status, include references to statelessness 

and emphesise the need to ensure that 

every child’s right to a nationality is 

respected, protected and fulfilled.

The Institute on Statelessness and 

Inclusion has published the fifth and final 

edition of its online Statelessness Working 

Paper Series. This edition comprises five 

This October, Praxis, League of Roma 

SKRUG, ENS, ISI and ERRC submitted 

an alternative report to the Committee on 

the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 

commenting on the second and third 

periodic report of the Republic of Serbia. 

The submission raises the risk of arbitrary 

detention of stateless persons, lack of a 

statelessness determination procedure, 

problems with residence registration 

experienced by Roma and the fact that 

undocumented people cannot register 

their children immediately upon birth. 

Following the omission of the 

recommendations on statelessness in the 

concluding observations on Serbia by the 

Committee, Praxis will continue to 

advocate for more effective prevention of 

statelessness in Serbia and for 

implementation of the right to timely birth 

registration of all children, regardless of 

their parents’ status, relying on Committee 

on the Rights of the Child (CRC) 

recommendations which recognized the 

obstacles these children face.



papers, including a paper exploring the 

issue of statelessness status 

determination in Europe and a case study 

on citizenship deprivation in the 

Netherlands. All papers from this and 

previous editions of the Working Paper 

Series are available online. ISI will be re-

launching the initiative in 2018, in 

collaboration with Melbourne Law 

School's Peter McMullin Centre on 

Statelessness.

In September, Luxembourg acceded to 

the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of 

Statelessness, which now has 70 states 

parties. Luxembourg also acceded to the 

Council of Europe’s Convention on the 

Avoidance of Statelessness in relation to 

State Succession. You can check this 

map by UNHCR which gives a good 

overview of states party to the 

statelessness conventions in Europe.

Stateless people in the UK face enormous 

hurdles in the road to becoming British 

citizens. One of those barriers is the 

extraordinarily high cost of acquiring 

British citizenship. A recent blog by ENS 

Advisory Committee member Cynthia 

Orchard from Asylum Aid discusses the 

effects high citizenship fees have on 

stateless people wishing to naturalise. 



• UNHCR Good Practices Paper - Action 7: Ensuring birth registration for the 

prevention of statelessness – a new good practices paper to help states achieve the 

goals of its #IBelong Campaign to End Statelessness by 2024

• Roma Belong – Statelessness, Discrimination and Marginalisation of Roma in the 

Western Balkans and Ukraine – joint report by the ERRC, ISI and ENS examines 

Roma statelessness in the Western Balkans and Ukraine from a regional 

perspective, and outlines key recommendations to address the issue

• All about Statelessness: What Development Actors Need to Know – new booklet by 

the Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion introduces statelessness to actors 

working on international development

• Statelessness and the Global Compact for Migration - blog by Tendayi  Bloom on 

why statelessness needs to be considered in the context of the global compact for 

migration

• "This is Our Home" Stateless Minorities and their Search for Citizenship – marking 

the 3rd anniversary of the #IBelong campaign this UNHCR report highlights the daily 

indignities and suffering of minorities who are denied the right to a nationality

• Report on arbitrary deprivation of nationality - a collection of contributions presented 

during a seminar titled “The International Human Rights Challenge of Arbitrary 

Revocation of Citizenship”, organised by Amnesty International on 31 October 2016

• Ending Detention of Stateless Persons in the UK - this Asylum Aid policy briefing 

looks at the barriers that exist to protecting stateless people from detention, and lays 

out a practical approach the government can take to address the issue

• Denial and Denigration: How Racism Feeds Statelessness - new Minority Rights 

Group report focuses on how statelessness is rooted in discrimination, and how it 

should be addressed

• UNHCR’s Conclusion on machine-readable travel documents for refugees and 

stateless persons – conclusion by UNHCR’s Executive Committee encourages 

states to adopt machine-readable travel documents to enhance mobility and better 

protect privacy of refugees and stateless people

• Oxford Bibliographies: Nationality and Statelessness - a list of publications providing 

a broad introduction to the concept of nationality and statelessness under 

international law

• Joint alternative report on Serbia submitted to the Committee on the Elimination of 

Racial Discrimination - Alternative report by Praxis, League of Roma SKRUG, the 

Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, European Network on Statelessness and 

European Roma

• Joint Submission to the Human Rights Council at the 30th Session of the Universal 

Periodic Review on Germany - submission to the Universal Periodic Review 



submitted by the Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion and the European Network 

on Statelessness

• Joint Submission to the Human Rights Council at the 30th Session of the Universal 

Periodic Review on Russian Federation - submission to the Universal Periodic 

Review submitted by the Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion, the European 

Network on Statelessness and ADC Memorial

• Statelessness determination in Europe: towards the implementation of regionally 

harmonised national statelessness determination procedures – new paper by Noémi 

Radnai published as part of the ISI Statelessness Working Paper Series

• ISI Statelessness Summer Course 2018 - held between 30 July and 3 August at 

Tilburg University (Netherlands) the annual course looks at statelessness globally 

and draws participants from all regions of the world. Applications deadline is 15 

March 2018

PhD scholarship at the Peter McMullin Centre on Statelessness - the newly 

established centre at the Melbourne University has opened a call for PhD 

applications. Deadline is 19 February 2018
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European Network on Statelessness

Berol House, 25 Ashley Road, London N17 9LJ

info@statelessness.eu | 020 7354 9631

Unsubscribe from this list


