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Juan Fernando Lopez Aguilar: Why addressing
statelessness matters to the European Parliament
Following his address at our Stateless Journeys campaign launch, we caught up with the
Chair of the European Parliament’s Committee on Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs
(LIBE) Juan Fernando Lopez Aguilar. We asked him about Europe’s responsibility to tackle
statelessness, what the European Parliament is already doing, and what more can and
should be done to combat this fundamental human rights issue. 

"While the war in Ukraine has put a spotlight on the specific protection needs of
forcibly displaced stateless people, the needs of stateless refugees fleeing other

conflicts are too often ignored."

https://www.statelessness.eu/
https://www.statelessness.eu/updates/interviews/interview-juan-fernando-lopez-aguilar-why-addressing-statelessness-matters


- Juan Fernando Lopez Aguilar, Chair of the LIBE Committee
 

Why does addressing statelessness
matter to the European Parliament, and
what steps has it taken to tackle the
issue? 
 
Addressing statelessness is key to
Europe’s core values of freedom,
democracy, equality, rule of law and
respect for rights. Those denied access to
nationality within the EU are, by extension,
denied the possibility to contribute as EU
citizens. Aware of this important issue,
alerted by citizens and organisations such
as the European Network on
Statelessness, the European Parliament
has taken action but can do more. 
For example back in 2017, the LIBE and
PETI Committees held a joint hearing on
statelessness in the European Parliament,
responding to a petition signed by over
22,000 people following an ENS online
campaign. Some obvious but important
recommendations were made by some
participants e.g. the urgent need to
harness political will to ensure that all EU
member states accede to the two UN
statelessness conventions, include and
implement necessary safeguards against
statelessness in domestic nationality laws,
and introduce dedicated determination
procedures to identify and protect
stateless people. Also the need for EU
institutions, including the European
Parliament, to fully integrate the protection
of stateless people and prevention of
statelessness into the EU’s asylum
acquis, the strategy on children’s rights
and frameworks for ending discrimination.
 

The war against Ukraine has exposed
the additional risks stateless people
can face when fleeing conflict. How has
the European Parliament responded to
this, including with regard to particular
risks faced by children fleeing the
conflict? 
 
In April, the Parliament adopted a
Resolution on EU Protection of children
and young people fleeing the war in
Ukraine. The resolution included important
references to childhood statelessness.
Approved in plenary by 509 votes to 3, the
final text of the Resolution took on board
many of the important recommendations
made by ENS and its members, including
signposting to information on the stateless
population in Ukraine, and flagging
obstacles to birth registration.

The Resolution calls on EU Member
States not to discriminate against any
child on the grounds of nationality status.
It also makes key practical
recommendations, firstly, that child
protection officers and officials working at
the border accurately identify and record a
child’s nationality, statelessness, or risk of
statelessness. Secondly, that
disaggregated data (including on
statelessness) is collected. And finally,
that Member States ensure that a
guardian is appointed to all
unaccompanied children upon arrival,
regardless of their nationality or
immigration status.
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#StatelessJourneys Campaign Launched in Brussels

ENS members, stakeholders, and stateless changemakers from across Europe convened
in Brussels in October for the launch of our #StatelessJourneys campaign and to celebrate
the 10th anniversary of the Network. The event included panel discussions on the impact
of inadequate routes to protection for stateless migrants and refugees and how to
galvanise action.

We were joined by high-level representatives from governments and regional institutions,
as well as UNHCR and other relevant actors. Crucially, the discussions also platformed the
voices of stateless changemakers from across Europe, whose generously shared insights
demonstrated the vital role of those with lived experience in advocating solutions.

Co-designed by stateless
changemakers, the #StatelessJourneys
campaign provides a common platform
across the refugee and migration sector
for a targeted call to improve the
treatment of stateless people, and to
inspire collective action at regional and
national levels. Most importantly, the
campaign is built around the core
principle that statelessness cannot be
solved without the voices of those
affected by it.

As part of the launch, we published a
campaign statement which has already

been signed by over 80 organisations. The statement demonstrates the relevance of
statelessness to those working on asylum and migration and sets out our
recommendations.

https://youtu.be/l7tvoMc4Euk
https://www.statelessness.eu/updates/event/event-improving-protection-stateless-refugees
https://statelessjourneys.org/stories
https://statelessjourneys.org/campaign-statement/
https://statelessjourneys.org/our-supporters/


We also shared our new campaign website, co-developed with changemakers and
featuring their stories, alongside resources on statelessness designed to protect the rights
of stateless refugees and prevent new cases of statelessness arising in the migration
context. The campaign launch was livestreamed and both the highlights and full recording
are available on our YouTube channel.

ENS Publishes Litigation Toolkit for Legal Practitioners

Litigating for change at both national and international level is a crucial component of our
work to end statelessness. Many ENS members are experienced litigators, who use the
courts to secure protection for their clients. But more concerted action is needed to achieve
systemic change.

In October, a new Litigation Toolkit on Statelessness was published by ENS in
collaboration with the AIRE Centre. The toolkit responds to the need for increased
knowledge of statelessness among legal practitioners across Europe and is designed to
support litigation for change.

The toolkit’s first volume provides an overview of statelessness and nationality law, a
manual to improve understanding of strategic litigation, and guidance on how to identify
impactful cases, litigate them strategically, or submit third party interventions. It also
summarises the key legal instruments and the regional and international courts that exist to
address statelessness, including considerations on the implementation of judgments. The
second volume of the toolkit draws on the Statelessness Case Law Database to outline
key jurisprudence from the European Court of Human Rights, the Court of Justice of the
European Union, and UN Treaty Bodies.  

The publication of the toolkit is a key moment in our wider agenda to focus on building
capacity for strategic litigation. Our next step is to produce a series of legal thematic
briefings that will complement the toolkit by providing comparative analyses of how
European regional and national courts address specific statelessness-related issues. 

Latest updates

ENS celebrates 10th anniversary Welcoming new ENS members

https://statelessjourneys.org/
https://statelessjourneys.org/stories/
https://statelessjourneys.org/resources/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7tvoMc4Euk&t=2595s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U4OK5vzXVdQ&t=7997s
https://www.youtube.com/@ENStatelessness
https://www.statelessness.eu/updates/publications/litigation-toolkit-statelessness-legal-practitioners
https://www.airecentre.org/
https://caselaw.statelessness.eu/
https://www.statelessness.eu/updates/editorial/addressing-statelessness-through-courts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=36VGrallvVQ&t=802s


This year we’re marking a decade of
working together with our members and
partners to bring an end to statelessness
in Europe. In a recent editorial, Chris Nash
wrote about our efforts to address
statelessness since the Network was
founded, from connecting voices and
building advocacy coalitions, to growing
our network as a platform for change.
Chris also noted the ongoing need for
engagement and innovation to
mainstream statelessness as an integral
issue in related policy agendas, including
forced migration. Watch this short film
featuring interviews with some of our
members and key collaborators about
ENS and what our work together means to
them.
 

New #StatelessJourneys film
explores life as a stateless
refugee

No one understands the issues faced by
stateless refugees better than stateless
people themselves. Our
#StatelessJourneys campaign is co-
designed by stateless changemakers who
are taking centre stage in delivering our
call for action. As part of this work, we
have commissioned a new film with Lynn
Khatib, one of the stateless
changemakers working with ENS to
improve protection for stateless refugees.
The film, by Erasmus Talbot, explores
Lynn’s experience of living as a stateless
refugee in Sweden and highlights why our
work to end statelessness in the context of
forced migration has never been more
important.

The growth of our membership continued
this quarter with the addition of five new
members, including three with have lived
experience of statelessness. Moussa
Mbarek is an artist and stateless
changemaker. Ali Ahmed is a stateless
changemaker bringing visibility to
statelessness in Spain. Omar Othman is
a stateless changemaker and founder of
the Palestinian Youth League. Clara Van
Thillo is a PhD researcher and teaching
assistant at the Leuven Centre for Global
Governance Studies. PIC – Legal Centre
for the Protection of Human Rights and
the Environment is a Slovenian non-
governmental organisation working on
refugee and migration law. Learn about
our membership.
 

Meeting of the ENS Advisory
Committee in Brussels

Following the launch of our
#StatelessJourneys campaign in Brussels,
we met with members of our Advisory
Committee to discuss the campaign,
ENS’s community engagement work, and
to reflect on the Advisory Committee itself,
including work to date and future plans.
Members were also invited to an open
exchange to review progress in
implementing our current five-year
strategic plan, as well as the proposed
process for developing our forthcoming
plan.
 

New judgment in the case of baby
Sara

https://www.statelessness.eu/updates/editorial/our-first-10-years-network-and-why-you-should-join-us-our-fight-end-statelessness
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=36VGrallvVQ
https://statelessjourneys.org/#video
https://mailchi.mp/statelessness/statelessjourneys.org
https://statelessjourneys.org/#video
https://www.statelessness.eu/about/members


UPR submissions on Montenegro,
Romania and Serbia

ENS made three submissions to the
Human Rights Council this quarter. Made
in collaboration with Phiren Amenca and
the Institute of Statelessness and
Inclusion (ISI), our Montenegro
submission highlights issues concerning
children’s rights to birth registration and
discrimination against minority
communities. The joint submission on
Romania, made with ISI and Jesuit
Refugee Service [JRS] Romania,
addressed children’s rights to a nationality,
statelessness determination, and the
protection of stateless people formerly
living in Ukraine. Our joint submission on
Serbia with PRAXIS highlighted the right
to birth registration, nationality, residence
registration, and access to free legal aid.
The submission specifically refers to
Romani peoples’ exercise of these rights.
 

Over 80 organisations sign
#StatelessJourneys campaign
statement 

Our #Stateless Journeys campaign
statement has already been signed by
over 80 organisations including Oxfam,
Save the Children, ECRE, HIAS, PICUM,
International Rescue Committee, Caritas
Europe, and many others from across
Europe. The statement makes a

All eyes are once again on the case of
baby Sara, a child born in Spain to
parents of other EU nationalities. Bulgaria
refuses to issue Sara with identity
documents because her Spanish birth
certificate lists two parents of the same
gender. Following a ruling from the EU’s
top court, the Administrative Court of Sofia
ordered the municipality to issue Sara a
birth certificate listing both mothers as
parents. The Sofia municipality appealed
this decision, bringing the case before the
Bulgarian Supreme Court. This blog post
by Patrícia Cabral (ENS) and Arpi
Avetisyan (ILGA Europe) highlights how
many similar cases are happening across
Europe.
 

Dabetić v. Italy: European Court of
Human Rights declares
application inadmissible

The European Court of Human Rights
recently declared the application in
Dabetić v. Italy inadmissible. It found that
the applicant was no longer a victim of a
violation because, after the application
was submitted, the Italian court
recognised his statelessness status.
Dabetić brought proceedings before the
ECtHR in 2012 with the assistance of the
Open Society Justice Initiative. ENS and
The AIRE Centre intervened in the case
(read our full submission). This case
highlights systemic failings to respect the

https://www.statelessness.eu/updates/publications/joint-submission-human-rights-council-43rd-session-UPR
https://www.statelessness.eu/sites/default/files/2022-11/Phiren%20Amenca%2C%20ENS%2C%20ISI%20-%20Submission%20on%20Montenegro%20to%20UPR43.pdf
https://www.statelessness.eu/sites/default/files/2022-11/JRS%20ENS%20ISI%20-%20Submission%20to%20UPR43%20on%20Romania%20-%20Final.pdf
https://www.statelessness.eu/sites/default/files/2022-11/Praxis%20ENS%20-%20Submission%20to%20UPR43%20on%20Serbia%20-%20FINAL.pdf
https://statelessjourneys.org/campaign-statement/
https://statelessjourneys.org/our-supporters/
https://caselaw.statelessness.eu/caselaw/cjeu-vma-case-c-49020
https://www.statelessness.eu/updates/blog/celebrating-progress-protection-rainbow-families-more-needs-be-done
https://www.statelessness.eu/updates/news/ecthr-declares-application-inadmissible-dabetic-v-italy-because-applicant-was
https://www.statelessness.eu/updates/news/ens-and-aire-centre-intervene-ecthr-dabetic-v-italy
https://www.statelessness.eu/sites/default/files/2022-01/Dabetic%20v%20Italy%20-%20TPI%2C%20AIRE%20Centre%20%26%20ENS%20%2824%20January%202021%29.pdf


collective, targeted call on European
governments to fulfil their duty to protect
stateless refugees and to better prioritise
this in asylum and migration policy. Visit
the #StatelessJourneys website to read
the statement and explore the full list of
supporters. Organisations wishing to
endorse the statement can fill in the online
form.

ENS co-organised workshop on
statelessness in Greece

The workshop “Statelessness in Greece:
Legislative Framework and Administrative
Practices” took place in Athens this month,
co-organised by ENS, the Greek Council
for Refugees, and UNHCR Greece. Our
Policy and Research Manager Zoe
Gardner spoke about best practices and
opportunities in relation to statelessness in
Greece in the European context.
Discussions touched on the delayed
publication of a Presidential Decree to
establish a dedicated statelessness
determination procedure, the lack of a
single authority with competency on
statelessness, inconsistent practice and
the issues facing stateless Roma
populations who fall outside of the asylum
system. We were pleased that
representatives of responsible
government ministries participated
throughout the programme.

UNHCR organised seminar on
Statelessness in Sweden

fundamental rights of stateless people
which remain to be addressed by the
European Court of Human Rights as a
result of this inadmissibility decision. 
 

Addressing statelessness among
refugee children in Europe

As part of our #StatelessJourneys
initiative, we have been working with our
members in five European countries to
address cases of statelessness among
children born to asylum seekers. We
released a report and a film documenting
two years of legal casework involved in
the project, detailing the myriad causes of
statelessness among children living in
different countries and the complex legal
casework required to realise every child’s
right to a nationality. Read our editorial
about this work by members of ENS’s
policy team.
 

EU Asylum Agency Consultative
Forum

On 10 November ENS Director Chris
Nash attended the inaugural meeting of
the EU Asylum Agency’s Consultative
Forum. Building on meetings earlier this
year and ENS’s longstanding cooperation
with the Agency, this was an opportunity
not only to shape the development of the
new Consultative Forum but also to

https://statelessjourneys.org/campaign-statement/
https://statelessjourneys.org/our-supporters/
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=mgQuPrq1v0qcyVUI0iZWgQOEEmXTZnRKqNC73w-fWtBUNTNRWk01R1Q3RlA3WTVJVjRYUEI2SjVPVy4u
https://youtu.be/HSoNC18HLSQ
https://www.statelessness.eu/updates/publications/addressing-risks-statelessness-among-children-migration-europe
https://youtu.be/HSoNC18HLSQ
https://www.statelessness.eu/updates/editorial/seeking-place-belong-addressing-statelessness-among-refugee-children-europe
https://euaa.europa.eu/news-events/civil-society-and-ngos-now-have-stronger-voice-asylum-and-reception-europe


The seminar ‘Statelessness in Sweden:
Guaranteeing the right to nationality to
every child’ took place in Stockholm in
November. Panellists included UNHCR,
Swedish Ministry of Justice, FARR, and
Swedish Organisation Against
Statelessness. Our Legal Officer Alexia
Tizzano presented the Statelessness
Index and spoke about childhood
statelessness in Europe. Discussions
addressed the absence of a statelessness
determination procedure and a safeguard
for automatic acquisition of Swedish
nationality for all otherwise stateless
children born in Sweden. Other concerns
included barriers to naturalisation and
inconsistencies among responsible
agencies in determining and registering
stateless people. The seminar was
followed by a photo exhibition, film
screening, and a conversation between
ENS individual member Lynn Khatib and
UNHCR.

Addressing statelessness in
Turkey

At the end of November, ENS and
Refugee Rights Turkey co-led a one-day
consultation on statelessness in Istanbul
that was attended by both legal
practitioners, representatives of civil
society and community-based groups. The
discussion focused on the risk of
statelessness among children of people
who have fled Syria. There are 3.5 million

advocate for the continued mainstreaming
of statelessness in the Agency’s activities.
In the margins of this meeting, we also
took the opportunity to meet with UNHCR
Malta and our member aditus Foundation
to discuss ongoing advocacy needed
around the implementation of Malta’s
recent commitment to introduce a
statelessness determination procedure.

New staff at the secretariat

This quarter we have welcomed two new
members of staff. Charlotte Armstrong
joins us as Communications Coordinator
to enhance our capacity to increase issue
awareness and mobilise key audiences to
act. Our new Campaigns and Community
Engagement Coordinator, Frances
Timberlake will shape the way stateless
people are involved in our work and help
us to develop new ways of raising
awareness and galvanising action to end
statelessness.

New resources on the Stateless
Journeys campaign website

The newly updated #StatelessJourneys
website features a range of resources for
legal practitioners, advocates, and people
experiencing statelessness. Head to
statelessjourneys.org to explore reports,
case studies and infographics designed to
protect the rights of stateless refugees,
the stories and campaign endorsements

https://index.statelessness.eu/
https://www.statelessness.eu/updates/blog/sweden-needs-automatic-acquisition-nationality-birth-stateless-children-heres-why
https://www.unhcr.org/neu/87273-unhcr-and-soas-launch-statelessness-exhibition-in-sweden.html
https://www.statelessness.eu/updates/videos/lynn-life-stateless-refugee-statelessjourneys
https://www.statelessness.eu/about/secretariat
https://www.statelessness.eu/about/secretariat
https://statelessjourneys.org/our-supporters/
https://statelessjourneys.org/
http://www.statelessjourneys.org/
https://statelessjourneys.org/resources/
https://statelessjourneys.org/stories/


registered refugees from Syria in Turkey,
and while they are all entitled to
‘temporary protection’, this does not lead
to any possibility of permanent residence
or naturalisation. Children of Syrian
refugees are also placed at further risk of
statelessness due to gender
discrimination in Syrian nationality law.
Read more about the issues and the
workshop on our blog.
 

UNHCR Madrid roundtable on
Statelessness Determination

On 19/20 October ENS Director, Chris
Nash, and Legal Policy Coordinator,
Patricia Cabral, were invited to help
facilitate a UNHCR statelessness
roundtable in Madrid. This event, bringing
together over 40 government
representatives from across Europe for
two days of intensive discussion and
sharing of good practice, aimed at
encouraging more states to introduce
statelessness determination procedures.
As well as contributing to discussions, it
was also an opportunity for us to promote
our Statelessness Index as a
benchmarking tool able to help inform and
support this process.
 

ENS at the UNHCR High
Commissioner’s Protection
Dialogue

of stateless changemakers, and in-depth
explanations of the issues surrounding
statelessness in the migration context in
Europe.
 

Global Alliance Taskforce
meetings

As part of our membership of the Task
Force established to advise on the
formation of a new UNHCR-led Global
Alliance to Eradicate Statelessness, our
Director Chris Nash attended its inaugural
meeting in San Remo on 17/18 October to
help shape its mission, modalities and
core objectives. He also helped facilitate a
consultation meeting with civil society
actors (including stateless-led
organisations) in Istanbul on 28/29
November. It will be publicly launched in
2024 when UNHCR’s #IBelong campaign
finishes. The Global Alliance has the
potential to significantly enhance efforts to
end statelessness provided it can secure
adequate resourcing and multi-
stakeholder engagement.
 

Watch highlights from our event:
Improving protection for stateless
refugees

Our 10th anniversary event and campaign
launch in Brussels featured two panel
discussions on how Europe can improve

https://www.statelessness.eu/updates/blog/unpacking-statelessness-turkey-taking-stock-laws-policies-and-practices
https://www.unhcr.org/news/announc/2022/10/635bf8f24/unhcr-welcomes-european-commitments-regional-statelessness-consultation.html
https://statelessjourneys.org/the-issues/
https://www.unhcr.org/ibelong/the-new-global-alliance-to-end-statelessness/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7tvoMc4Euk&t=2595s


On 7/8 December 2022 we were in
Geneva for the High Commissioner’s
Dialogue on Protection Challenges, which
focused on the theme of development
cooperation aimed at advancing
protection, inclusion, and solutions for
forcibly displaced and stateless persons.
ENS Director Chris Nash intervened
during the closing plenary session to
highlight the importance of addressing
statelessness to improve development
outcomes, including to address the root
causes of exclusion such as gender
discriminatory laws, to be vigilant that
efforts to ensure legal identity for all
include stateless people, and critically that
stateless people be legally empowered to
advocate their own solutions.
 

protection for stateless refugees. In the
first panel, we heard from high-level
representatives from governments and
regional institutions, as well as UNHCR
and other relevant actors about why
Europe must act now to better protect
stateless refugees. The second panel
brough together community activists,
allies, and those with lived experience of
statelessness to discuss how change is
inspired by stateless changemakers and
wider civil society. If you missed the event
or want to revisit these conversations, we
invite you to view the highlights on our
YouTube channel.
 

European litigation updates

This section includes relevant European case law on statelessness and nationality
from regional and domestic courts. For more updates and to browse over 200 other
cases visit our Statelessness Case Law Database.
 
Parent-child relationship for children born to same-sex couples through surrogacy
must be recognised
European Court of Human Rights, D.B. and others v. Switzerland, Application nos.
58817/15 and 58252/15 (22 November 2022)
The Swiss authorities refused to recognise the birth certificate issued to a child born in the
United States via surrogacy (who also held US citizenship), as they refused to recognise
the parental relationship between the child and the intended father without a biological link
to the child, even though it had been recognised by a US court. For over seven years, it
was impossible to recognise the parent-child relationship in Switzerland. The Court held
that the Swiss authorities were not acting in the best interests of the child and that the
impossibility of recognising the parent-child relationship was a disproportionate
interference with the child’s right to respect for private life under Article 8. The Court built
on its jurisprudence in the case of Mennesson v. France, and see also the Court’s press
release.

https://www.unhcr.org/uk/high-commissioners-dialogue-on-protection-challenges-2022.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=l7tvoMc4Euk&t=2595s
https://caselaw.statelessness.eu/
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-220955
https://caselaw.statelessness.eu/caselaw/ecthr-mennesson-v-france
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng-press#{%22itemid%22:[%22003-7497177-10286969%22]}


Access to nationality differentiating between persons born in France before and
after Algerian independence to parents born in French Algeria is not discriminatory
European Court of Human Rights, Zeggai v. France, Application no. 12456/19 (13 October
2022)
The applicant complained that a distinction between the requirements to access French
nationality for individuals born in France before or after Algerian independence was
discriminatory. The applicant was born in France, before Algerian independence, to parents
who (at the time of his birth) were French nationals. When Algeria gained independence,
the applicant’s parents did not opt to have French nationality recognised and therefore both
the parents and the applicant lost that opportunity. The applicant’s siblings acquired French
nationality, as they were also born in France but after Algerian independence. The Court
found that the policy that offered the applicant’s parents the chance to acquire French
nationality had the legitimate aim of preserving the family unit by granting children the
same status as their parents. The Court also considered that the applicant had other
options of obtaining French nationality, thus there had been no violation of Article 14 taken
together with Article 8 ECHR. See also the Court’s press release.

Other relevant cases include:

European Court of Human Rights, Dabetić v Italy, Application no. 31149/12, 17
November 2022: The Court declared the application inadmissible, as it found that
the applicant was no longer a victim of a violation of the European Convention on
Human Rights (ECHR) because, after the application was submitted, the Italian
court recognised his statelessness status. Read more about this case here.
Court of Justice of the EU, Joined cases Staatssecretaris van Justitie en Veiligheid
v. C, B (C‑704/20) and X v. Staatssecretaris van Justitie en Veiligheid (C‑39/21), 8
November 2022: The Court found that EU law requires judicial authorities to conduct
an ex officio review of the lawfulness of detention of third country nationals, even if
the person detained does not invoke the grounds for it to be unlawful.
Committee on the Rights of the Child, S.N. et al. v. Finland (no. 100/2019), 7
October 2022: The case concerned children of Finnish nationality born in Syria, who
were detained together with their mothers in the Al-Hol camp (Syria) and whose
parents are allegedly associated with ISIS. The Committee found that the conditions
of detention pose an imminent and foreseeable threat to the lives of the children and
that their prolonged detention constitutes cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or
punishment. The Committee also established that Finland, as the State of the
children’s nationality, has the “capability and the power” to repatriate them or provide
other consular responses, thus Finland’s failure to protect the children constitutes a
violation under Articles 6(1) and 37(a) CRC.
Czech Republic, Supreme Administrative Court, Decision n. 2 Azs 40/2022-35, 27
September 2022: The Ministry of Interior refused to give the applicant, a non-citizen
from Latvia, an identification card proving her status as an applicant under the
statelessness determination procedure (SDP), on the grounds that she already has
an alien’s passport from Latvia. The Court found that an identification card is the
only evidence she can use to prove her status and ordered for a new SDP to be
conducted.

https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng?i=001-219704
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng-press#{%22fulltext%22:[%2212456/19%22],%22itemid%22:[%22003-7462278-10228390%22]}
https://hudoc.echr.coe.int/eng#{%22itemid%22:[%22001-221185%22]}
https://www.statelessness.eu/updates/news/ecthr-declares-application-inadmissible-dabetic-v-italy-because-applicant-was
https://curia.europa.eu/juris/document/document.jsf?text=&docid=268046&pageIndex=0&doclang=EN&mode=lst&dir=&occ=first&part=1&cid=250062
https://tbinternet.ohchr.org/Treaties/CRC/Shared%20Documents/FIN/CRC_C_91_D_100_2019_34461_E.pdf
https://www.zakonyprolidi.cz/judikat/nsscr/2-azs-40-2022-35


Recent Publications, Reports & Briefings
(European Network on Statelessness) Addressing the Risks of Statelessness
Among Children in Migration in Europe - This report presents the findings of action
research by ENS members in five European countries on the risks of statelessness
facing children and young people in migration in Europe.
(European Network on Statelessness & AIRE Centre) Litigation Toolkit on
Statelessness for Legal Practitioners - this toolkit aims to provide a framework and
guidance for legal practitioners on conducting litigation on statelessness. 
(European Network on Statelessness) Written evidence for the Civil Society Shadow
Report of England and Wales to the UN Committee on Economic, Social and
Cultural Rights - This submission of written evidence on the UK will be included in
the shadow report to the UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, as
part of the project led by Just Fair and commissioned by the Equality and Human
Rights Commission.
(Artikel 14) Ways to Resolve Statelessness – in this article, Michael Williams (FARR)
interviews Nina Murray (ENS) and Julia Zelvenska (ECRE) on statelessness.
(Apatride Network, European Network on Statelessness, Institute on Statelessness
and Inclusion, Hawiati netwrok, and others), Joint Submission on the Global
Consultation on the International Recommendations on Statelessness Statistics
(IROSS) – This submission is based on Draft 6.0 of the IROSS released for global
consultation on 24 October 2022. It focuses on the proposed statistical framework
for reporting statelessness.
(Aleksejs Ivashuk) Tackling statelessness: the fundamental importance
of stateless people’s voices – This article in Forced Migration Review explains the
vital need for stateless people’s voices in understanding of the problem of
statelessness and how to tackle it.
(ASYL) Swiss Journal of Asylum Law and Practice (issue 4, 2022) – This journal
edition is devoted entirely to statelessness in Switzerland, including an editorial
Statelessness in Europe – What Next? by Chris Nash and the article Identifying and
Protecting Stateless Persons Fleeing Ukraine by Patrícia Cabral, Aleksejs Ivashuk,
and Jyothi Kanics.
GLOBALCIT Review Symposium of The Fringes of Citizenship: Romani Minorities in
Europe and Civic Marginalisation – This review symposium includes comments on
Sardelić’s 2021 book on Romani minorities in Europe.
(Hungarian Helsinki Committee) Implementing Judgements in the Field of Asylum
and Migration on Odd Days – This research paper sheds light on the practice of
non-implementation of asylum judgements and its implications on the rule of law.
(Institute of Statelessness and Inclusion), Statelessness in the Netherlands: A
Selection of the Accomplishments and Successes – This infographic outlines key
milestones in the Dutch context. It was created to mark the event “Statelessness in
the Netherlands: looking back and looking forward”, organised by ASKV and the
Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion (ISI).
(European Court of Human Rights) Requests for repatriation of applicants’
daughters and grandchildren held in camps in Syria rejected without any formal
decision or judicial review ensuring lack of arbitrariness – This press release outlines
the court’s judgment on the case of children detained in Syria.
(UNHCR) Organizations led by forcibly displaced and stateless people: Mapping
Tool – UNHCR is mapping organizations led by forcibly displaced and stateless
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people and will use this information to identify and promote opportunities for
engagement at all levels.
(ENS, ISI and Phiren Amenca) Joint Submission to the Human Rights Council at the
43rd Session of the Universal Periodic Review – Montenegro – this is a joint
submission to the Periodic Review highlighting why statelessness remains an issue
in Serbia and recommendations to improve protection.
(ENS, ISI and Jesuit Refugee Service Romania) Joint Submission to the Human
Rights Council at the 43rd Session of the Universal Periodic Review – Romania –
this is a joint submission to the Periodic Review highlighting why statelessness
remains an issue in Romania and recommendations to improve protection.

(ENS and PRAXIS) Joint Submission to the Human Rights Council at the 43rd

Session of the Universal Periodic Review – Serbia – this is a joint submission to the
Periodic Review highlighting why statelessness remains an issue in Serbia and
recommendations to improve protection.

 

Blogs & News Articles
(Joe Poladoghly), When the Subaltern Speaks Online: Stateless Advocacy through
the Post-Pandemic Digital Space – this blog explores how the digitalisation of
workspaces during the pandemic has improved the inclusion of stateless advocates.
It highlights the opportunities digitalisation has created, but warns of the need to
protect these new ways of working.
(Patricia Cabral and Nina Murray; ENS), Seeking a place to belong: addressing
statelessness among refugee children in Europe – This editorial details our work
with working with our members in five European countries to address cases of
statelessness among children born to asylum seekers. 
(Alexia Tizzano and Patricia Cabral; ENS), Addressing statelessness through the
courts - This editorial explores the role of strategic litigation in the fight to end
statelessness and introduces our litigation toolkit for legal professionals.
(Chris Nash; ENS), Our first 10 years as a Network and why you should join us in
our fight to end statelessness – This editorial reflect of a decade of working with our
members to end statelessness.
(Arpi Avetisyan; ILGA Europe and Patricia Cabral; ENS ), Celebrating progress in
the protection of rainbow families, but more needs to be done – This blog includes
the latest updates from the case of two children who are at risk of statelessness,
simply because their birth certificates contain two parents of the same gender.
(Melis Gebeş; Refugee Rights Turkey), Unpacking Statelessness in Turkey: Taking
Stock of the Laws, Policies, and Practices - Following a successful two-day joint
conference by RTT and ENS on statelessness in Istanbul, this blog takes a look at
the current challenges faced by stateless migrants seeking protection in Turkey and
what lies ahead.
ECtHR declares application inadmissible in Dabetić v. Italy because the applicant
was recognised as stateless – The latest update from a case that highlights
systemic failings to respect the fundamental rights of stateless people which remain
to be addressed by the European Court of Human Rights as a result of this
inadmissibility decision. 
(Info Migrants) 3,000 Stateless People in Italy, New Union Launched – This news
item introduces the newly founded Italian Union of Stateless People (Unione Italiana
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Apolidi, Unia), which aims to improve the lives of an estimated 3,000 stateless
people residing in Italy.
(Arab News) ‘Stateless’ Turkish Cypriots protest over lack of formal IDs – This news
item reports on how thousands of people are rendered effectively stateless because
they are unable to obtain Cypriot identity cards.

Events and opportunities
Seminar: Citizenship and statelessness in Austria – 28 April 2023, University of
Applied Sciences Campus, Vienna.
Invitation to tender: External evaluation and design of a new five-year strategic plan
- European Network on Statelessness (deadline: 18 January 2023)
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