
 

   

   

 

 

 

 

This is a brief overview of important points to consider when accessing protection in the UK. 

This is not legal advice. You should speak to a qualified lawyer, as the rules depend on your 

situation. It might help to show your adviser this leaflet and this Legal Briefing on the Rights of 

Stateless Palestinians in the UK, available here: 

 

Summary of key information 

• There are different routes to safety and leave to remain in the UK 

Depending on your circumstances, you may be able to apply for refugee status (asylum), protection based 
on human rights, or statelessness leave. If you are unsuccessful in one application, you may still be able to 
apply under a different procedure. Speak to your legal adviser about your situation and your options. 

• Statelessness may be relevant in your case 

Palestinians who are not recognised as nationals by any State (other than Palestine) are stateless. It is 
important to tell your lawyer if you have another nationality or not. This can affect how your case is 
assessed and what options you have. If you are refused asylum, you can still apply for statelessness leave. 

• If you were receiving support from UNRWA, this will be relevant to your case 

UNRWA is the UN agency that provides services to Palestinian refugees in Gaza, the West Bank, Jordan, 
Lebanon, and Syria. If UNRWA support has stopped in practice or you can’t access it safely, you may be 
entitled to asylum. If this doesn’t apply to you, you might still qualify for asylum if you fear persecution in 
the country where you were living (e.g. Gaza, other areas of Palestine, or another country). 

• Family reunion is difficult, but you can still claim it 

The Home Office has recently made family reunion more difficult for everyone, but the right to family life is 
still important. Court cases have successfully challenged unfair barriers (for example, if there is no 
functioning visa centre to allow a family member to register their fingerprints). 

• Keep any documents you have 

If possible, keep or collect any documents that relate to your identity, nationality, or history. This might 
include UNRWA registration cards (sometimes called the “white card”), expired travel documents, family 
registry papers, or correspondence from authorities. These documents can be important evidence when 
making an application. If you do not have any documents, you can still apply for protection but will need to 
explain your situation clearly. 



   

 

   

   

 

What options might apply to me? 

• Refugee protection (asylum) under Article 1D: for people who were receiving UNRWA support in 

one of its areas of operation (for example because they can’t access it safely or UNRWA can’t provide 

minimum services) 

• Refugee protection (asylum) under Article 1A(2): for people at risk of serious harm or persecution 

if returned to a place where they previously lived  

• Human rights protection: for people at risk of inhuman or degrading treatment if returned to a 

country where they previously lived, or if refusing protection would very seriously and unfairly disrupt 

family and/or private life 

• Statelessness leave: for people who are not recognised as a national by any State (other than 

Palestine)  

Speak to a lawyer to decide which route is best for you, as everyone’s case will be different and each 

route can lead to different rights. You can find more info on Asylum Aid’s webpage on statelessness. 

Why is statelessness relevant to me as a Palestinian? 

Palestinians who do not hold the nationality of another country meet the legal definition of a stateless 

person under Article 1 of the 1954 UN Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons. This is 

mainly because there is no Palestinian nationality law, Palestine does not have control over its borders 

due to the occupation by Israel, and cannot issue documentation. This is regardless of whether Palestine 

is recognised as a State by other States. The recognition that a Palestinian person is stateless does not 

undermine their national identity and connection to Palestine, right to return or self-determination. 

In practice, being stateless can affect everyday life, including travelling, opening bank accounts, or 

bringing family members. These challenges can make it harder to access rights and rebuild a stable life. 

Statelessness will affect how an asylum claim is assessed, and their options to stay in the UK. 

Where to find more information 

For more information, visit https://www.statelessness.eu/ or contact info@statelessness.eu. ENS cannot 

provide legal advice to stateless people directly, but we may be able to signpost you to a lawyer. 

https://www.asylumaid.org.uk/what-we-do/statelessness
https://www.statelessness.eu/
mailto:info@statelessness.eu

