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Consultancy to conduct legal research and populate a litigation database on 
statelessness 
 

About the European Network on Statelessness (ENS) 

ENS is a civil society alliance of organisations and individual experts committed to tackling statelessness in 

Europe. We currently have over 150 members in 41 countries and are the only pan-European network dedicated 

to working on statelessness in Europe. ENS was founded as a coordinating body and expert resource for 

organisations working to promote the right to a nationality. At the heart of our strategy is an understanding of 

the need to mainstream and raise awareness about statelessness and nationality rights, build civil society’s 

capacity to act, and be an effective catalyst for change. Our small but dedicated UK-based Secretariat coordinates 

the activities of our growing and diverse membership across Europe ranging from large international NGOs to 

grassroots and community organisations, legal practitioners, research and policy thinktanks, and prominent 

international law experts. Our work is structured under three core pillars: awareness-raising and knowledge-

sharing; law and policy development; and networking and capacity-building. For more information, see our 

Strategic Plan 2019-23: Solving Statelessness in Europe.  

 

About the work 

ENS’s litigation strategy is based on the belief that part of the fight to end statelessness in Europe must happen 

in court. Statelessness is exacerbated by the failure of States to live up to their regional and international 

commitments to respect the rights of stateless people, and by the misinterpretation and inadequate 

implementation of existing international norms. Our strategy aims to see ground-breaking cases in supreme 

courts, constitutional courts, the European Court of Human Rights, and the Court of Justice of the European 

Union, enforcing States’ obligations to reduce statelessness and protect stateless people. One major obstacle to 

a strategic and integrated approach to litigation is the lack of a central repository for information about current 

jurisprudence addressing statelessness. 

To address this gap, ENS is developing an online database containing national, regional, and international 

jurisprudence addressing statelessness or related issues. It is the first tool to specifically focus on statelessness-

related jurisprudence. The ENS Litigation Database aims to support ENS members, legal practitioners, policy and 

decision-makers, institutions, researchers and wider civil society in identifying relevant caselaw from other 

countries or European and international bodies that may assist their work. 

The prototype database is supervised and managed by ENS and has started to be populated with case summary 

contributions received from ENS members and partners, including through partnerships with pro bono law firms.  

This consultancy is intended to help accelerate this process by conducting research and producing case 

summaries to significantly expand the database ahead of its intended publication and wider dissemination in 

2021.  

 

https://www.statelessness.eu/sites/www.statelessness.eu/files/attachments/resources/ENS-Strategic-Plan-2019-23.pdf
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Aims and scope of the consultancy 

The purpose of the consultancy is to research and identify European domestic jurisprudence on statelessness-
related issues and produce case summaries to further populate ENS’s litigation database. The rationale for the 
database is its  specific focus on statelessness although cases included may directly analyse statelessness issues, 
address statelessness in a broader sense and/or make connections with other human rights violations. The 
database is intended to cover both national and regional jurisprudence available in Europe, as well as decisions 
and views adopted by international bodies and treaty mechanisms.  

The focus of this consultancy is on populating the prototype database with domestic jurisprudence. ENS has 
developed a user guide with instructions and guidelines on the selection of cases (available to applicants on 
request). Cases selected for inclusion must have a clear jurisprudential impact (where a significant point of law 
is discussed, and the reasoning of the decision-maker is evident and instructive). This might include, for example, 
cases that contributed to policy change at the national level, that indicate an evolution or regression in the 
national interpretation of a provision, or that examine how regional and international norms are implemented 
in the courts.  

The consultant will be required to familiarise themselves with the case summaries already in the database 

(approx. 30 in total) at the start of the consultancy to ascertain any existing  geographic and/or thematic gaps in 

coverage prior to undertaking scoping research, to identify new cases for inclusion, and ensure consistency and 

quality across the database. The consultant will then be expected to review a wide range of existing resources 

and databases, including  our Statelessness Index which includes references to jurisprudence at national level 

that is particularly relevant for the analysis and interpretation of domestic legal frameworks. Based on this 

review, the consultant will prepare a list of caselaw that meets the selection criteria of the database and regularly 

update the list throughout the consultancy period. Identified cases should then be summarised using the agreed 

template (available to applicants on request) to a requisite standard enabling immediate inclusion in the 

database. The aims of the consultancy are therefore to: 

• Research and identify domestic jurisprudence on issues related with statelessness to include in the 

database; and 

• Populate the database with approximately 100 summaries of judgments from domestic courts and 

tribunals, in line with ENS’ guidance for the submission of case summaries. 

This consultancy is primarily intended to focus on jurisprudence from domestic courts, although it may also 

include some cases from regional courts and/or decisions from UN treaty bodies, as agreed with ENS. We 

particularly welcome applications from organisations or consortia of consultants with diverse language skills and 

familiarity with different European jurisdictions. Candidates with the required language skills and expertise to 

research and summarise cases from at least some of the following countries are particularly encouraged to apply, 

due to the anticipated rich volume of caselaw in these jurisdictions: Austria, Belgium, France, Germany, Italy, 

Spain and/or the United Kingdom. Candidates are invited to outline in their expression of interest which 

jurisdictions they are able to cover, any perceived challenges in ensuring a pan-regional focus and, if so, how 

they propose to overcome these. The scope of the research will be agreed between ENS and the consultant 

based on the consultant or consultants’ expertise and on a joint review of the list of caselaw identified at the 

start of the consultancy.  

   

https://index.statelessness.eu/
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Cost, outputs, and timescale 

The maximum budget available is £7000 GBP (to be paid in two instalments: 50% on commencement and 50% 

on completion). 

The consultant will work in close consultation with the ENS Legal Policy Officer to develop the case summaries 

and other outputs. The key final outputs will be: 

• List of domestic, regional and/or international caselaw addressing statelessness 

• Submission of approximately 100 case summaries (exact number and profile of cases to be agreed with 

the consultant following the initial scoping research) 

The suggested timescale (subject to discussion and agreement with the consultant) is: 

7-10 September  Calls with prospective candidates 

11 September  Select preferred consultant and schedule initial planning meeting 

14-15 September Initial planning meeting, finalise workplan and sign agreement 

16 October  Submit at least 10 case summaries and draft list of caselaw 

23 October Mid-term meeting to share update on progress, discuss challenges, agree on the profile 

and number of case summaries, and adjust the workplan if needed 

21 December  Submit final outputs 

 

Selection criteria 

ENS invites individuals, organisations, academic institutions, or consortia of organisations/individuals to submit 

an expression of interest. Lead applicant/s must be based in the United Kingdom. 

• Skills 

- Experience of high calibre legal research and drafting 

- Excellent writing and legal drafting skills 

- Good knowledge of different jurisdictions and relevant domestic legal frameworks 

- Knowledge of European and international law and jurisprudence on statelessness 

- Knowledge of statelessness, human rights, nationality law  

- Excellent written English and other relevant language skills as required 

• Ability to work independently and produce high calibre outputs with limited supervision 

• Value for money (including the total number of days that can be committed to the project) 

• Availability 

A shortlist of potential candidates will be contacted, and online meetings arranged to select a preferred 

candidate to be confirmed following submission, discussion, and agreement of a workplan and timetable. It is 

required that the work should commence as soon as possible thereafter and be concluded by 31 December 2020. 

To apply, please send an expression of interest (max. 1-2 pages) outlining how you would approach the 

consultancy and which jurisdictions you would be able to cover (including related language skills), a CV 

and an example of your previous work by Monday 7 September at 10.00 BST to ENS Legal Policy Officer, 

Patricia Cabral (patricia.cabral@statelessness.eu). You are welcome to contact Patricia Cabral to request 

further information about the project and to receive a link to the database, the user guide and examples of 

completed case summaries.  

mailto:patricia.cabral@statelessness.eu

