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An update on statelessness in Europe

Interview with Nacho Hernández - Fundación Cepaim

ENS caught up with Nacho Hernández, Lawyer in the International Affairs Department of
Fundación Cepaim, a Spain based civil society organisation and active ENS member. We
spoke about adding a country profile for Spain to the Statelessness Index and what this
tells us about the country's law, policy and practice on statelessness, as well as ongoing
advocacy efforts to bring the rights of stateless people in line with those afforded to
refugees and asylum seekers in Spain. 

"Spain has some good practices to be shared across Europe, and we should build on

this as well as on the commitment of the Spanish government to reduce and prevent

statelessness."

- Nacho Hernández - Fundación Cepaim

Fundación Cepaim joined ENS in 2017.
Your work in Spain focuses on social
inclusion, defending equal rights and
fighting poverty. How does
statelessness and your membership of
ENS fit into this wider work? 

We have also helped ENS in translating
key reports and papers into Spanish, and
have coordinated the research leading to
Spain’s country profile on the
Statelessness Index. Our advocacy goals
now target the reform of the new law on
asylum, in which we are defending the

https://www.statelessness.eu/
https://www.statelessness.eu/news-events/news/ens-interview-nacho-hern-ndez
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At Fundación Cepaim, we try to address
and prevent social and residential
exclusion through different means, such
as equality and non-discrimination, or
gender mainstreaming, and different
projects, for example, reception for
undocumented migrants, refugees,
asylum seekers and stateless persons;
housing; youth and family intervention;
and community-based development.
Whilst the number of people affected by
statelessness in Spain is not high, it has
been increasing in recent years. As one of
the social organizations managing the
national reception system for refugees,
asylum seekers and stateless persons, we
directly assist them by way of legal,
psychological and social support. Our
advocacy work in the field of international
protection includes statelessness, and this
issue is one of our top priorities. 
Stateless people who enter the reception
system stay within the project for up to 18
months. They are accommodated in
shared, but private, apartments and are
provided with material reception
conditions to cover all their basic needs.
They are also offered Spanish classes,
and are assisted by social workers,
psychologists and lawyers, who deal with
their stateless status applications during
the procedure. 

To build links with people affected by
statelessness and facilitate their
engagement in our work and advocacy,
we held a workshop with affected
communities in Madrid in partnership with
ENS in spring 2019. We also organized a
public conference on statelessness in
Murcia last autumn, at which ENS was
invited to speak. We had everything set
and ready to host the pan-regional
conference scheduled for May 2020,
together with ENS and the University of
Alicante, on ending statelessness in
Europe, bringing together 300
stakeholders.

inclusion of statelessness to improve the
rights of applicants and beneficiaries of
the stateless status, and the reduction of
the ten-year residence requirement to two
years for stateless individuals in Spain to
naturalise. 

This year, Fundación Cepaim and ENS
launched a Statelessness Index
country profile page on Spain. What
does the Index tell us about Spain’s
law, policy and practice in relation to
statelessness, and how are you
planning to use this to support your
work?

Creating a Spain country profile for the
Statelessness Index was a joint initiative
by Spanish members of ENS, including
CCAR (Comissio Catalana d' Ajuda al
Refugiat), ourselves, and two individual
members, Arsenio G. Cores and
Aleksandra Semeriak. The research
leading to the Index allowed us to look into
national law and practice in order to
identify gaps we may have missed
previously. It is a major tool that will help
push our advocacy efforts both on
international protection and naturalisation,
as well as other areas. It is not only useful
for researchers, but for everyone
interested in the subject and is suitable for
lawyers, legal practitioners, students,
academia, journalists, civil society
organisations, affected communities and
others. The work on the Index showed, as
expected, both some good practices and
gaps. Spain is party to both the 1954 and
1961 Convention and has a dedicated
statelessness determination procedure in
place. However, the inequalities between
asylum seekers and applicants for the
stateless status in terms of rights they are
entitled to during the procedure indicate
that... [continue reading]

https://www.statelessness.eu/news-events/news/ens-interview-nacho-hern-ndez
https://www.statelessness.eu/news-events/news/ens-interview-nacho-hern-ndez
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Spotlight
 

Strengthening our work as a network: Secretariat restructure and

expansion

ENS has been undergoing an exciting expansion and re-structure of our Secretariat in
response to our increased project commitments. Over the last three years, the ENS
Secretariat has grown from 3 to 8 full or part-time staff, working on an increasing number,
complexity and diversity of projects and activities.

We are delighted to introduce Josephine
Foster, our Operations and Partnerships
Officer, who joined us this month and
provides crucial help administering our
expanded Secretariat and membership.
Josephine provides events and project
support, oversees ENS’ membership liaison
and supports operations, HR, financial and

governance administration. 
 

Earlier this month, we also welcomed Jessie
Seal to the ENS Secretariat team. Jessie is
coordinating an 18-month pilot project looking
at childhood statelessness in the UK. She
works part-time for ENS and also works in a
policy and campaigns role for NACCOM – a
UK network supporting people with insecure
migration status who are destitute and street

homeless. 

We have established a Senior Management Team to help streamline decision-making,
comprised of Chris, our Director, Nina, our Head of Policy and Research, and Jan, our
Head of Communications, Operations and Development. In his renamed role, Jan
has assumed responsibility for new functions including operations, HR and coordination of
a new project management approach, whilst Khadija has acquired an increased
responsibility for communications outputs in her new role of Advocacy and
Communications Officer.

We are confident that this expansion and restructure will allow us to strengthen our project
coordination as well as streamline management and decision-making within the
organisation, and our ability to respond and adapt to challenges such as COVID-19.
Ultimately, it will bolster our work as a network towards our vision of a Europe where
everyone's right to a nationality is respected.

READ THE FULL INTERVIEW >>

https://www.statelessness.eu/sites/www.statelessness.eu/files/ENS%20Organigram.png
https://www.statelessness.eu/news-events/news/ens-interview-nacho-hern-ndez
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Continuing our work to address statelessness in forced migration

responses - introducing our new four year project

Statelessness and forced migration is one of ENS’s thematic priorities. We have been
working over the last few years with members and partners to examine the relationship
between statelessness and forced migration in Europe, build links with refugees affected
by statelessness, and develop tools for advocacy, capacity-building, awareness-raising and
community engagement, as well as to foster new work and collaborations on this topic.

We are delighted that we have secured funding from Comic Relief that will enable us to
develop this work further over the next four years. The new funding will allow us to work
with our members to take forward several joint activities at national level, including
capacity-building with frontline refugee response actors, webinars, community engagement
activities, research, campaigning, communications, and advocacy. In Years 2-3 of the
project, we will be developing a regional campaign to raise awareness about the protection
gaps facing stateless refugees in Europe and mobilise new and existing audiences to take
action to address statelessness in Europe’s refugee response. We will support this with
regional advocacy for law and policy reform leading to improved routes to protection for
stateless refugees in Europe.

Last week, we held an online meeting with some of our members to update them on plans
for our activities in this thematic area over the next four years, explain how members can
get involved and get their thoughts and expertise to help shape planned activities in 2020-
21. ENS members can expect to hear more on this in the coming weeks, so watch this
space!

Latest updates
COVID-19 and fighting for the

rights and protection of stateless

people 

Involving stateless people in

Europe’s COVID-19 response

https://www.comicrelief.com/
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ENS has been monitoring the fast-moving
regional picture and surveyed our 150 civil
society members working in 41 European
countries to understand how COVID-19
and governments’ responses to the
pandemic are affecting stateless people
across the region. Drawing on this, in our
COVID-19 policy statement we have
recommended actions in five areas
governments and regional institutions
must urgently consider in their immediate
and longer-term policy responses to the
pandemic.

Call for EU action on

statelessness among children in

migration

Last month, the European Parliament
Intergroup on Children’s Rights hosted a
webinar on mainstreaming children’s
rights in the upcoming EU Pact on Asylum
and Migration. ENS member Lynn Khatib,
a stateless Palestinian refugee living in
Sweden, gave a powerful intervention on
her experience growing up stateless.
Watch Lynn give recommendations to the
EU for preventing future generations of
children growing up without a
nationality. Our policy briefing, developed
as part of the Initiative on Children in
Migration, further outlines recommended
actions at national and regional level to
ensure the right to a nationality for
children in migration in Europe.

We believe responses to the pandemic
must be developed with and informed by
communities affected by statelessness.
Activists and community representatives
from across Europe came together online
with our support to discuss the
consequences of COVID-19 and what
needs to be done to support and protect
stateless people both during and after the
pandemic. The discussions have been
worked into a position paper, which aims
to provide a starting point for the views
and experiences of people affected by
statelessness to be prioritised and
reflected in decision-making during
COVID-19 and beyond. 

Continuing our collaboration with

the Council of Europe 

Last week, ENS Director Chris Nash
spoke at the Council of Europe’s INGO
online conference highlighting our
recommendations for protecting stateless
people in responses to COVID-19. Our
strong cooperation with the Special
Representative on Migration and
Refugees led to the CoE 2017-19 Action
Plan on Protecting Refugee and Migrant
Children in Europe including an action on
ensuring every child’s right to a nationality.
During the conference, Special
Representative Drahoslav Stefanek
welcomed ENS’s intervention and
suggestions for how statelessness can be

https://www.statelessness.eu/resources/what-happens-people-no-nationality-public-health-crisis
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FvcnzsMzvZk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FvcnzsMzvZk&feature=youtu.be
https://www.statelessness.eu/resources/no-child-should-be-stateless-ensuring-right-nationality-children-migration-europe
https://www.statelessness.eu/resources/even-pandemic-statelessness-has-been-invisible-involving-stateless-people-europe-s-covid
https://rm.coe.int/session-2020-june-webinar-2-migration-european-network-on-statelessnes/16809ec205
https://www.statelessness.eu/resources/what-happens-people-no-nationality-public-health-crisis
https://www.coe.int/fr/web/special-representative-secretary-general-migration-refugees/action-plan
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Birth registration and the

prevention of statelessness -

thematic briefing

'Birth registration and the prevention of
statelessness in Europe: identifying good
practices and remaining barriers', is the
first in a series of thematic
briefings using extensive country analysis
of law, policy and practice from our
StatelessnessINDEX. The briefing
examines data from 24 countries to
identify good practice and barriers
preventing children from having their birth
registered. Watch our webinar, organised
in collaboration with the European
Parliament Intergroup on Children’s
Rights, where we discussed the briefing’s
analysis and recommendations. We are
currently updating the briefing based on
feedback received during the webinar. The
update will soon be available at the link
provided.

Bringing attention to

statelessness on World Refugee

Day

As part of this year’s World Refugee Day,
ENS and its members brought attention to
the issue of statelessness. Our Director
Chris Nash joined our Polish member
Halina Nieć Legal Aid for a Facebook Live
session to talk about our work,
statelessness in Europe, and some of our

addressed in the new Action Plan. ENS
has provided recommendations for the
new Action Plan and looks forward to
continued collaboration towards ending
statelessness in Europe.

ENS welcomes six new members

in May 2020

ENS was delighted to welcome six new
members to the Network in May. ARC
Foundation work to improve COI
standards and fill COI gaps. Mission
Armenia provides support to vulnerable
populations including stateless people
across the country. The Swedish
Organisation Against Statelessness is a
new organisation raising the voices of
stateless people and awareness about the
issue, towards changing law and
policy. Maria Julia Cerdaz Jimenez is a
Costa Rican lawyer, human rights
consultant, and former legal advisor for
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Costa
Rica, where she collaborated in the
statelessness division. Philomène
Franssen is currently a candidate in the
MA Refugee Protection & Forced
Migration Studies at the University of
London. Rachel Pougnet is a researcher
specialised in the fields of citizenship and
national security, and citizenship in France
and the UK.

Sudita Keita v. Hungary –

landmark ruling on the right to

private and family life of stateless

people

https://index.statelessness.eu/news/new-index-thematic-briefing-birth-registration-and-prevention-statelessness-europe
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rALqxn7-wV8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=564608604202092&ref=watch_permalink
https://www.facebook.com/pomocprawna.org/videos/564608604202092/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARBi7E0gwhwRLAYxLQESrKYHoZXEdyyCPwo-GPs5amBishWdL7zVcDm7YzZxkR_J-WosxuYQ_ut0kc1y&hc_ref=ARQ0wvDLq3EXjveuKGeA-XTU_284DWzTf6RGpYpzIfspATJEBT7WbvA4CiGi5X0Ojno&__xts__%5b0%5d=68.ARBG5dQ0aQR6FFP3JaC_3tlFdyC2JgKzRvMh0FVwScyh7fj6OvZUZQnVNHOnYK8PAVSfIZ5Cj5ff_fd-RjFLJu7cPv89MbkGLjkjyebyxLFGFFtS6HFXVKbnq4c6cbwuYiNVGdImRYIW-W-QmC_g2RBknz3nF6Z6HJAq1VG6VrrB04_TOq28NL_GJklriwkwbd3n6nVSonpkhd5LCjW-qGUts2frtmr4i7R_UyjPCQfjFtYiuXtALZJocN_qqtwPSFlhg7HOH9tYEwhMKpL5d7LcYmhdcCfCuUYsJJWLvL5VJBhGvWoCUK5qFF6uKl1hgaKSwoFUOZYuXEOYhz07uNwBurASUETEX3pVCfay715i5IagWkAowA5Qlwg1GHah19Pi31ADmEeyR51YFzYiDp2kpu3XalCDqNyE2Z9OVQGQK_jRPtf-VuChz0Adw1naAHOszenOCq28WLl4rNGsgaao0kytB586uzqxecl0pfP-eNCwclsv_l921oXCFfpyRQ
https://www.statelessness.eu/about-us/members/asylum-research-centre-foundation
https://www.statelessness.eu/about-us/members/mission-armenia
https://www.statelessness.eu/about-us/members/swedish-organization-against-statelessness
https://www.statelessness.eu/about-us/members/maria-julia-cerdaz-jimenez
https://www.statelessness.eu/about-us/members/philom-ne-franssen
https://www.statelessness.eu/about-us/members/rachel-pougnet
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resources that people can use to find out
more information. Forum Réfugiés – Cosi,
another active ENS member based in
France has also created a web page with
information on statelessness in French as
part of its World Refugee Day
digital campaign.

Citizenship loss and deprivation

in the EU

In a report from the European University
Institute, Dr. Jules Lepoutre examines
the legislation of 27 different EU Member
States and the UK, to describe and
compare legislation around citizenship
loss in the EU, and analyse recent trends
and ancient origins from a legal
perspective. The report finds that EU
Member States' nationality laws are
primarily based on voluntary and
involuntary loss, and an increasing
trend to facilitate nationality deprivation for
individuals related to terrorist activities. 

Global solidarity with stateless

people during COVID-19

ENS came together with 83 other civil
society actors globally, including our sister
networks and global network the Institute
on Statelessness and Inclusion, in urging
states, donors & other stakeholders to
protect & promote the rights of stateless
people in their COVID-19 responses. We
co-sponsored a webinar organised by the

Last month, in the case of Sudita Keita v.
Hungary, the European Court of Human
Rights found a violation of Article 8 of
the European Convention on Human
Rights (‘ECHR’), which protects the right
to private and family life. The case
concerned Mr Sudita Keita, a stateless
person whose legal status in Hungary was
uncertain for a period of almost 15 years,
without access to healthcare, employment
or the enjoyment of his private life.
Hungary failed to provide an effective and
accessible procedure that would allow him
to regularise his stay in the country and
end this uncertainty.

Invisible to the state during the

COVID-19 pandemic: stateless

people in Ukraine

Results from ENS member Right to
Protection's survey among stateless
people in Ukraine demonstrate concerning
barriers for stateless people in accessing
healthcare during the pandemic. Half of
respondents reported they were denied
registering with a family doctor due to lack
of identity documents. Fulfiling the right to
work and access social benefits was also
impacted, with a lack of identity
documents making it difficult for stateless
people to find work and support
themselves. People without identity
documents in Ukraine cannot receive a

https://www.forumrefugies.org/s-informer/ressources/l-apatridie
https://www.statelessness.eu/blog/varietate-concordia-loss-nationality-eu
https://files.institutesi.org/Joint_Statement_in_Solidarity_with_the_Stateless.pdf
https://www.statelessness.eu/blog/sudita-keita-v-hungary-another-landmark-ruling-strasbourg-right-private-and-family-life
https://www.echr.coe.int/Documents/Convention_ENG.pdf
https://www.statelessness.eu/blog/invisible-state-during-covid-19-pandemic-stateless-people-ukraine
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Institute on the pandemic and
statelessness, where global perspectives
included an intervention by Remzi Medik,
President of ENS Member Bairska
Svetlina, on the challenges facing
stateless people in Europe, including
Roma at risk of statelessness in North
Macedonia. Read Remzi's blog post, and
the Institute's new COVID-19 impact
report to find out more. 

Statelessness: A blind spot on

Austria’s human rights record

When it comes to the recognition and
protection of those living without a
nationality in Austria, recent country data
published as part of the Statelessness
Index reveals huge gaps.  Austria still
lacks a dedicated statelessness
determination procedure and does not
have a definition of a stateless person in
law. The current law also only allows
stateless children to acquire Austrian
nationality when they are between 18 and
20 years of age, leaving children born
stateless in Austria at risk of growing up
without a nationality. Austria is one of six
new country profiles added to the
Statelessness Index this year, alongside
Belgium, the Czech Republic, Greece,
Portugal and Spain. 

pension and are not entitled to social
support from local authorities. 

How far do citizenship laws in

European Union Member States

safeguard children born there

from statelessness?

A new study, Trends in birthright
citizenship in the EU 28 Member States
2013-2020, carried out for the Global
Citizenship Observatory shows that, as of
January 2020, all but two of the 28
Member States grant citizenship to
children born in the State who would
otherwise be stateless, and that such
provision has expanded slightly. Yet, only
eleven Member States grant such children
citizenship unconditionally and
automatically. A period of years'
residence or other conditions are required
in fifteen Member States. Two Member
States, Cyprus and Romania, have no
provision for stateless children born on the
territory.

 

Recent publications
(UNHCR) The Impact of COVID-19 on Stateless Populations: Policy
Recommendations and Good Practices - outlines how stateless people and
individuals at risk of statelessness may be disproportionately impacted by the crisis
and provides recommendations and examples of good practices in these areas. It

https://www.statelessness.eu/blog/only-way-overcome-covid-19-work-together-involving-stateless-people-europe-s-covid-19-response
https://files.institutesi.org/Covid19_Stateless_Impact_Report.pdf
https://www.statelessness.eu/blog/statelessness-blind-spot-austria-s-human-rights-record
https://index.statelessness.eu/country/austria
https://index.statelessness.eu/
https://www.statelessness.eu/blog/how-far-do-citizenship-laws-european-union-member-states-safeguard-children-born-there
https://www.refworld.org/docid/5eb2a72f4.html


30/06/2020 ENS Newsletter - June 2020

https://mailchi.mp/statelessness/ens-newsletter-june-2020 9/10

also addresses the risks of statelessness that may arise as a result of disruptions to
the full functioning of civil registration and vital statistics (CRVS) systems and other
documentation services.
(OHCHR, IOM, UNHCR and WHO) The rights and health of refugees, migrants and
stateless must be protected in COVID-19 response - joint press release urging the
preservation of life to be a priority in COVID-19 responses, regardless of legal
status.
(UNHCR) Mid-Year Trends Report - provides updated global statistics on
statelessness as of mid-2019. 
(EU Fundamental Rights Agency) Fundamental Rights Report 2020 - reviews major
developments in the field in 2019, identifying both achievements and areas of
concern. The report highlights developments related to statelessness in North
Macedonia, Malta and Greece, and notes that the 2019 European Border and Coast
Guard Regulation is the first EU migration law instrument to refer to the 1954
Convention. 
(Forum Réfugiés- Cosi) Statelessness web page - as part of a digital campaign for
World Refugee Day, ENS member Forum Réfugiés- Cosi has published a web page
in French on statelessness. The web page provides an overview of what
statelessness means, the causes, who is affected and existing protections for
stateless people.
(Institute on Statelessness and Inclusion) Statelessness in a Global Pandemic:
Impact Report 2020 - pulls together and synthesises information collated by the
Institute to-date on the impact of COVID-19 on stateless people and those whose
nationality is under threat around the world.
(International Journal of Refugee Law) Birth Registration in Crisis: Exploring a
Rights-based Approach to Birth Registration through the Experience of Syrian
Refugees - Using Syrian refugees in Lebanon as a case study, this paper
argues that there is an urgent need for States to adopt a rights-based approach to
birth registration that reflects the relationship between birth registration and other
human rights.
(Citizenship Studies, vol. 24, no. 2 (2020)) Special issue on "The Power to Expel:
Deportation and Denationalisation in Historical, Legal and Normative Perspective." 

Events and opportunities
Call for papers Statelessness & Citizenship Review, fourth issue – deadline for
articles 31 July 2020. Submissions related to legal identity / digital identity and how
developments in this field are interacting with statelessness and citizenship
questions are of specific interest, but submissions on other broader topics in the field
will be accepted as usual. See here for details on how to submit a proposal.

"Everyone has the right to a nationality"

European Network on Statelessness

https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2020/3/5e836f164/rights-health-refugees-migrants-stateless-must-protected-covid-19-response.html?mc_cid=1e3463bb60&mc_eid=f06af01f29
https://www.unhcr.org/statistics/unhcrstats/5e57d0c57/mid-year-trends-2019.html?mc_cid=60675f394b&mc_eid=d29d8ff96c
https://fra.europa.eu/en/publication/2020/fundamental-rights-report-2020
https://www.forumrefugies.org/s-informer/ressources/l-apatridie
https://files.institutesi.org/Covid19_Stateless_Impact_Report.pdf
https://academic.oup.com/ijrl/article/31/4/541/5721471
https://www.tandfonline.com/toc/ccst20/24/3
https://www.institutesi.org/news/scr-call-for-papers-legal-digital-identity
https://statelessnessandcitizenshipreview.com/index.php/journal?mc_cid=1e3463bb60&mc_eid=d29d8ff96c
https://statelessnessandcitizenshipreview.com/index.php/journal?mc_cid=1e3463bb60&mc_eid=d29d8ff96c
https://institutesi.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e5784428f36e3696ddd26f1dd&id=00b36264cc&e=d29d8ff96c
https://www.facebook.com/EuropeanNetworkOnStatelessness
http://www.twitter.com/ENStatelessness
http://www.statelessness.eu/
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