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was born in Sierra Leone. He grew
up in the countryside with his grandparents
but eventually his parents sent him to his
maternal aunt in Gambia. He lived there
most of his life, in a refugee camp. When he
arrived in Malta he applied for international
protection, failed, and consequently
remained in detention for 18 months. He
was released from detention as an
undocumented migrant, a status that offers
nothing in terms of social protection or
entitlements and that has no longerm
prospect of regularisation. The authorities of
Sierra Leonevisited him twice on the
request of the Maltese Immigration Police,
and refused to take him back or to confirm
him as a Sierra Leonean national. He has
nowhere to go.

is a Rohingya Muslim, born in Rakhine
State of Myanmar. The Rohingya were
arbitrarily deprived of their nationality
through a discriminatory citizenship law in
1982. They are stateless, despite the fact
that they have been living infte Rakhine
state for generations. The Rohingya also
suffer significant discrimination, abuse and
persecution in Myanmar. Threatened with
arbitrary arrest, Kafil escaped his country
alone. Trying to reach lItaly, he arrived in
Malta and was detained for foumonths and
10 days before he was recognised as a
refugee. He continues to live without a
nationality.

was born in the Kurdish region of Syria.
He says that, along with many other ethn
Kurds from Syria, he has been stateless since
birth. Wanted by the authorities for having
organised a gathering in the Kurdish
community, and having being arrested several
times and beaten up severely, Davin decided 1
leave his country and his familyra look for
safety. Upon reaching Malta in 2012, he was
detained for seven months. At one point he
unsuccessfully tried to escape to another
European country as he found detention too
hard to cope with. He was recognised as a
refugee in 2013 but remains siteless.

was born in Addis Ababa, to an
Eritrean mother. After being deported to
Eritrea with her family, she escaped to Sudan
when she was just a teenag in order to avoid
compulsory conscription. After crossing the
desert and the Mediterranean Sea, she ended
up in detention in Malta for eight months
although she was still a minor at the time.
Finally released on account of her age, but
rejected by the (fice of Refugee
Commissioner, she was adopted by a Maltese
family when she was 17 years old, thereby
becoming a Maltese citizen. Without this
adoption, she would not have been recognisec
by any state
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Ibrahim was born in Sierraéone and grew up with his grandparents in the countryside, where his grandfather
hunted for bush meat. In order to offer him more opportunities in life, and to protect him from the dangerous
situation in Sierra Leone, his parents decided to send him tauisit in the Gambia.

There he spent a few years living in a refugee camp with his relatives. Despite his several applications to be
resettled, he was not chosen. He decided to leave this country of refuge to move northwards, to Europe, where to
him everything seemed possible and human rights were respected.

After travelling in rough conditions and surviving the crossing of the Mediterranean Sea, Ibrahim arrived in Malta
where he was placed in a detention centre. The conditions were simply horrible. One dayroup of detained

minors complained about their time in detention and, faced with silence as to their fate, a riot erupted in the centrg
The Malta Armed Forces quashed the riot violently, beating, tegassing and shooting rubber bullets at the
detainees. Ibrahim was one of the detainees who were arrested after this riot and put in prison for an additional 6
months. Criminal proceedings are egoing.

He twice met representatives of the Sierra Leonean authorities, with a view to confirming his natiggpahnd twice
they did not recognise him as a national. Ibrahim was eventually released from detention after 24 months, but the
Maltese authorities are unable to deport him. He is left in a legal limbo, a failed asyderker and without a
nationality
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 STATELESSNESS AND OENTION

The increasing use of immigration detention, including for
punitive purposes, and the criminalisation of irregular
migration by a growing number of states, is a concerning
global and European trend. This sellts in increasing
numbers of persons being detained for longer than they
should, or for reasons that are unlawful. While arbitrary
detention is a significant area of concern in general, the
unigue characteristics associated with stateless persons
and those at risk of statelessness make them more likely
to be detained arbitrarily, for unduly lengthy periods of
time. As the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR)
held inKim v. Russja stateless person is highly
vulnerable to be Thkantlt
years|] without any

to

his fate and wellb e i hTHig is mainly because
immigration systems and detention regimes do not have
appropriate procedures in place to identify statelessness
and protect stateless persons.

All stateless persons should enjoy the rights accorded to
them by international and regional human rights law.
Their rights should be respected, protected and fulfilled
at all times, including in the exercise of immigration
control. The circumstances facig persons with no
established nationalityg including their vulnerability as a
result of their statelessness and the inherent difficulty of
removing themg are significant factors to be taken into
account in determining the lawfulness of immigration

| detengian.i Therprodess of resadvimg the identity of
authoritystatkdlnggsanparcadnvse dmd ea esttate



